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Take a Second Look
42 Baker Avenue
Lexington, MA 02173

TASL Shorebird Censuses:

August 20, September 24, October 22
for more information, call (617) 863-2392 or (617) 268-7571

Is There Life After Shorebirds?
f ach year the trickle of April yellowlegs turns

into the torrent of May Black-bellied Plovers;

dowitchers, turnstones, peep sandpipers, an
occasional Willet, a few dozen snipes all put in a quick
spring appearance. Then they disappear as quickly as
they appear, off to their northern breeding grounds.

Sometimes, if you don’t
catch the spring flight right,
or if the weather blows them
off course, shorebirds don’t
turn up in any sort of
numbers. 1995 was one of
those years. Are they suffer-
ing population declines?
How can we tell?

Continued on page 2

Quickmuck

O

The ISS Reports...

[These are brief summaries of
material from the newsletter of
International Shorebird
Surveys. Newsletter dates in
parentheses]
emipalmated Sandpiper
migration through

Puerto Rico’s Riches

The Fraternidad and Candelaria sites are currently under
consideration for purchase by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service or the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico Department
of Natural Resources. During the past year ISS’s Brian

Harrington spent several weeks with biologists from the
above agencies evaluating shorebird data from Cabo Rojo

and other shorebird sites in Puerto Rico and the Caribbean.

The goal was to determine the relative importance of
Fraternidad/Candelaria compared to other Caribbean

shorebird sites. As most ofien proves to be the case, with the
exception of ISS data, there was pitifully little compiled
information available to the evaluation group—a fact that
serves to emphasize the key role ISS continues to play in

shorebird conservation efforts.

From ISS News, March 1994

REMINISCING

n August 7, 1994, my husband, Peter, and I
met Soheil at Point of Pines, Revere, to scout
locations for the shorebird survey later in the
month. We checked the few low tide spots Soheil
wanted us to visit and then a high tide spot. As an

afterthought, Soheil led us
to one more location
overlooking a marsh at the
Pines River. As he put it,
“We know where the birds
go at low tide; but where
they go at high tide is still
pretty much a mystery.”
Sure enough, when we
had climbed to the lookout
spot, we were able to see
birds clustered tightly
together far out in the
marsh, but they were much
too far away to identify.
“We all have our Wellies
on,” I said. “Why don’t we
just walk out in the marsh
for a closer look.” Soheil
twinkled and said “Let’s
go!” So the guys grabbed

different eastern states falls into a wide variety of
patterns. In New England, for example, spring migrant
Semis are a “tiny blip” compared to the fall migration;
this is the reverse of the pattern seen in the mid-
Atlantic, southern and midwestern states. The southern
coastal states reported no particular “wave” of fall
migrant Semis, but in the mid-Atlantic region and
further north a strong peak in August is followed by a
gradual decline through October. (3/91)

Continued on page 4

their ‘scopes and we set off straight across the marsh.
The footing seemed a little soggy but not too bad

until all of a sudden I put my right foot down and

nothing was beneath it. In I went, up to my upper

thigh in mud. Mild concern didn’t turn to horror until

I tried to pull my leg out and found that the mud had

such a firm hold on my boot and leg that no motion

was possible. I immediately thought of quicksand

stories | had heard and decided not to struggle.

Continued on page 2




Life After Shorebirds (continued from page I}

Then, in the Bll—which, for shorebinds, can spae in
:I'l'l.iri-_Tull.-:— I:ht:.r SEACT pnuring r]'lrr.n.l.gh ;.?i.n- This ome
they stay around long enough to be seen and appreciated
and lovingly rabulated. Bur are their numbers declining?

One 1.'!%['11.' difficulties of knowing whar is really
happening with shorebird populations is thar both their
|'.|-.r|‘:|:rling yuun:].:—'.l.rr_ii.c tundra for many of the Epe-
cies—and their wintering grounds in southern hemi-
sphere wetlands are difficult to access For most researchers.
Migration warching is the best way we have of seeing and
monitaring many of these birds.

A number of sharebird conservation Eroups warldwide
have been gathering mirgration data on these birds for
rwenty years or so. One of the most venerable is Ma-
mamct Ulu.-l:n".l.hnr‘l.":- 155; Intermational Shorebird Sur-
veys. Beginning in 1974, Manomet's Brian Harrington
and R.LG. Mormison of the Canadian Wildlife Service
established a loose network of local volunteer censusers
whe were willing to submit consistent shorebird counts
from areas thar chey normally birded anyway. From the
beginning, the :mph:sls has been on having fun birding
but also mainmaining consistency of area and method, as
[1:|ng as those don't conflice W|1'|'| the enjoyment of bind-
in

Efitm:d :qui.'-m'ltiiﬂg Belle [zle Massh sharehicd data ta
IS5 in 1980, and have been receiving their mailings
thioughout the intervening years. | have summarized
same of theic material in The IS5 Reparer.. {page 1),

El[f' the mid-80s 155 became I:||.|]:|.' internatianal by
receiving shorebird counes from Ceneral and South
America, The Canadian branch of the research is now
called Maritime Shorebird Surveys (MSS),

One of the mainstays of the 155 methodology has been
T that the censusers cover cheir chosen area a
minimum of three times a2 month. The highese sharebird
count from esch wen day period is trpuued om the report
forms. Our TASL censuses have, of course, nor been
anywhere that fmqutn[ but if we contnue chem they will
|'.|-|:r'_-|:lr.|:||: a consistent data set oo 1|.|pp||:n'||: nr the IS5
continental daea, Then n1.'.::.-'|'|r our sharehinds will become
real—in the stansccal sense! (See box Puerto Rico s
Riches, page 1.)

Kobeil Fendeh

Quickmuck (from p. 1)

Ar cha paine 1 thinik [ sasl
“Help!™ because Soheil rurned
around and joined Peter in
staring at my predicament.
First 'eter tried o pull me our,
bur again | didn't budge, Then
Sabeil got my other arm and
started pulllnp,, Oince, rwice,
finally on the third oy | pushed
with all my mighr and both
guys pulled as hard as they
could: :.lm'r|:|.' I arcse from che
marsh, trembling cither from
exertion or fear—1'm really noe
sure which—and covered wich
IIIIJIJ..

Soheil wenr an withour us
Sure enough, the spot is a good
one and will be added to the
SUEVEY, Bt using 4 drier, maore
circuitous approach,

Severul lessons could be
learned here: warnch where
:,'-l:lu'rr' gn:ing. MEVEr AXEumeE 3
route is safe, erc. Bue the main
lesson is chis: When birding
with Soheil, always bring a
change of clothes

F.u_'r Varle

The Proposal

Owr grant propasal 1o the
Charles Blake Pund (adminis-

tered by Nural Ornithologscal Club) resulted in a $3900
grant, the bulk of which is to be used for analysis and
preparation of the TASL winter census dara for publica-

E10M.

The grant will alsa |1r|]1 with the cost of |'||.||1||-.|1|ng;
this newaletier, as well a3 fund one or more training
seminars for our hard- ".'n'l::lt]||.||||._._ volunteers, More derails

joele] N

i

: """'....-'-1!-'L e
"":_ ]

iy A

o

,,_...;a'!"-‘ 4

1994 SUMMER CE}

S TOTALS

ﬁm ] W JEF TR - K214 TR fov ] il
' ! i) ] smﬁmm ¥ 1 1
CLIRARAL LT L] UTCARD SANTIFER 3
LLE A i ] MR IR T
O HF-I . WHIMEREL I; i
O ET GAET i HITOY TURMSTORE T 13 31
: GREATT TR TR : | RENEEOT L] !
GO TS TED TOVRAMITRAR | [T LLT] TAHOERTIRG | &9 | LEED |
— ANEHICANEITTER r—1 SERITALMATED SANGPITER LG i
CREEAT BCUE TR P 5 iy iE ) WIS TERS AN FITER I i i
GHREAT E4eA] ' ] [EAST SANDITER ELE 5
LR W T ELsRE L] i1 L] MPEDSANDTITER 15 ]
CREFR HEEDY ] i HATRITS SANDTIFER i
—__ FCACKT LT -HIR [ ] FECTORALSARDPITER k] F ] |
E il L | a1 TE e FEEP a0 1] pi] BH
CARKTA GOOE ] DIRLIN E") kI
GREFH-WINGED TEY [] - 21 FOFFTHEE TR SR T FER | 1
T AMENCANRACE T el TR, SHORT-RILLED DOWTTCHER EI 4
RE— '-.II.J.II | .".H K] i R B EO GOWITCHER i L]
HGEDTE 1] TROWTTCHER [5F L]
— MORTHEMR THOVELT 7 i ] TATGHIRG G 1] FL L] iR
GREATEI ECAT L] TR TR BCACH-HERDEDT GUTT ) |
ET_'J._E':‘M | BORARSRTES GULL JiE LE | i
HOFFLEHER 3 COMMONTERN LEE] a e
WEL RS TE DS e He A5 iy LEASTTERN L] i
RO R SLi T —x & TLACK TERH 3
SLUTIE SN 3l Th - ] 1
'''''' W TE-WTRGED SCOTT [1.1] [T f 3 ] ]
S ¢ ] | HORFETTTARK (1] iy H
TR T B AARRLT ;| T ] AU ERICANTINT - I8 L]
BROAD WINGED A i MU EWTHCED WARALER 1
MEO-TAILED FATE i FLACROLCWARRLEE ]
_ TR AN RES TS ] ] ] o —ﬁmmlrn ]
FERECHRIF | ] | o] = + ey CARLET TANAGER I
NN RE PHARSAE 1 CAVANEAH RN ] E]
— BLACKTETOEL POV T3 ERT] TiE CHAEFE T EN SRR |
AMERICARN GOLDES FLOVE k| i CEASIDE SRRV ]
T IENTAIRATER TLOVE Rk EE Tk BT B ARELET 3 b
RILLTFES i 7 3 AW AN AP AR L]
T AMFPRNANTISTERC ATEHAT ] AN [OMGEMUR 1
LFEA T ERYELLLWLEL BT FL]] - L I i SEaLiw BT R |
—_ LESSERYELLCTWLED iay Th . Worcher % Rt { Lpere [&TT]
YELLOWWLEGE & 5 D R NE L ETT
I T Mgk e~ BT T = Daw
What s TASL?
Tuke a Sccond Look [TASL) was started in che wineer of 1980 by a local goup af erm moncemed birdwarchers; owr
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Dhe w our new, en

Lerdeh (BO3-2302H, D2A-004 W),
Please maill cenos resuls i Mary Hall, Mﬁhu‘lnibtll,bnnhﬂqunmmmu?

primary focus has been to survey and census the bind ;In;mh:mn af Boson Harbos |:|'|rl:rug|'u'.n.|l: the year, although the winter waer
berd censuses have been o major activiey. A summer/ll series of “shorchind cnsuss™ wene instiated in 1993 and contnued in

The 1995 mimmer TASL Harbor Census dates are lissed on page 1; please mark them in your calendars. Can you drag along

Mexse remember: this is an eedlent opportunity w lkam—and each—about the common water birds of the Harbor, You do
e have 1 be an experr o paricipae. Each are will be led by at bt one comperent birder, That peson will need help wath
navgasion, driving and record-keeping. 5o make yoursdves usefd and lern someshing in the proces.
census schedule, we have need of addisonad administraive asisance. There ae 3 mamber of emall
pix ep. compiling and editing wlly shees or improving our mailing list, thar should be shared among volunseers, Ao, if you
wonld Lke w write for o Blustrae this publscacion, we need you. For more information il Maury Hall (268-7571) or Soheil

Xael

TASL (Take Second Look) is orysanised and eafed entirely by vobanteers. TASL data &
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ISS Reports...(continued from page 1)

Whimbrels migrate through the mid-Atlantic states in
large numbers in both spring and fall. They are “essentially
absent in northeastern states during spring, but...common
in autumn.” (3/92)

® o 0 O
An aerial survey of the Sonora and Sinaloa coast of western
Mexico in January 1991 revealed that this stretch hosts
very large numbers of wintering American Avocets,
Willets, Marbled Godwits, dowitchers and peep sandpipers
(ten of thousands). “Our survey results clearly showed that
shorebirds wintering on the Sea of Cortez coast were
highly concentrated in particular bays, suggesting that
these sites are of special conservation concern...The bay
with the highest estimated numbers is Bahia de Navachis,
just south of Las Mochis, Mexico.” (3/92)

o o 0 0
The Double-banded Plover of southern South America is
split into several populations, one of which (in the
Falkland Islands) is “virtually sedentary, with individuals
remaining in or near the same area throughout the year.”
Another population migrates north for the austral fall
(March and April) and returns south in spring (September,
October, November). Yet another population breeds in
southern Brazil. “We are intrigued...because there is no
clear north and south migration pattern.” Suggested
solutions to the puzzle include splitting the species into
two, or calling its seasonal movements “post-breeding
dispersal” rather than migration. (3/92)

e o 0o o
A number of organizations sponsor shorebird research and
conservation throughout the Americas and the world. The
most prominent are:

The Wader Study Group is based primarily in the old
world. Contact: WSG, c/o Rodney B. West, Farnham
Barn, Saxmundham, Suffolk, UK.

The Pan American Shorebird Program links color-banded
shorebird observers and banders. Contact: PASP, c/o
Dr. Cheri Gratto-Trevor, Canadian Wildlife Service,
115 Perimeter Road, Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, S7N
0X4 Canada. Alternate contact: Mary Gustafson, Bird
Banding Laboratory, 12100 Beech Forest Road,
Laurel, MD 20708.

The Neotropical Wetlands Program coordinates a “twice
annual census of MTbirds found in wetlands within the
Southern Cone countries of South America.” Contact:
NWP, c/o Pablo Canevari, Monroe 2142, 1428
Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Wetlands for the Americas, launched in 1992, concen-
trates on wetland conservation throughout the West-
ern Hemisphere. In turn it has launched the Western
Hemisphere Shorebird Reserve Network, which
identifies and recognizes critical shorebird habitats.
Contacts: WHSRN, Julie Sibbing or Gonzalo Castro,
Manomet Observatory, P.O. Box 1770, Manomet,
MA 02345.

International Shorebird Surveys “focusses on collecting
shorebird census data for all the Americas.” Contact:
ISS, c/o Brian Harrington, Manomet Observatory,
P.O. Box 1770, Manomet, MA 02345. (2/93)

e o 0 0
Some shorebird species follow an “elliptical” migration
route, travelling north in the spring through central parts
of the continent and returning south along the east coast.
Other species, like the Red Knot, appear to use an “obli-
gate” coastal migration route, staying close to the east
coast throughout their travels. An analysis of ISS censuses
at four different location produced the following informa-
tion: Great Egg Harbor, New Jersey, is a major staging
area for Red Knots during both spring and fall migration,
with counts peaking between 2500 and 3500 birds.
Chincoteague NWR in Virginia has a spring peak of
10,000 and a fall peak of around 2000. Monomoy NWR,
Massachusetts, hosted small numbers (hundreds) of knots
in spring, but several thousand in the fall. Finally, Parker
River NWR, Massachusetts, is not a significant site for
either spring or fall Red Knots. (2/93)

o o 0 0
The Fraternidad and Candelaria Lagoons at Cabo Rojo in
southwest Puerto Rico appear to be critical to shorebirds
wintering in the Caribbean islands. (See box on page 1.)
Although total numbers of shorebirds on Caribbean
islands is not large by continental standards, certain
sedentary species such as Black-necked Stilts and Wilson’s
and Snowy Plovers clearly need these lagoons during
hardship times. (3/94)

® 0 00
New ISS censusing protocols are needed to monitor
shorebird populations “over the long
term.” Although the dara indicates a
decline in the numbers of certain
species, it turns out that using the dara
as currently supplied by ISS volunteers
means that “there need to be very
large changes in bird populations
before we can detect them...We need
to begin reorganizing operations...so
that we will be able to detect change
earlier than we currently can do.” (3/95)

® o o 0
Shorebirds use “staging areas” during migration to fatten

up before flying on to their next long-distance destination.
Most traditional staging areas produce large seasonal
“blooms” of shorebird food, often invertebrates, which the
birds “harvest” and then move on. Loss of one or more
such areas, as well as loss of nesting or wintering areas, can
put a shorebird population at risk.

The “highly predictable relationship between seasonal
events at widely distant latitudes” is also threatened by
global warming, because rising sea levels can affect the
location and productivity of tidal mudflats, one of the
major feeding areas for migrating shorebirds. (3/95)
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