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Our Pri品ege of Place

At Point of Pines in Revere; at Snake Island in Wmthrop; in
血e marsh at Belle Isle in East Boston: against a backdrop of

blue subway
_〇〇〇〇〇､_,_　臆で●　　臆　　臆二重

trains; in front ofa chajn｣ink fence; across血e
__　_　,__　　_Jl-____　__　__　　_

s-er and early autumn a group of Hudsonian Godwits,
large and elegant wading birds that few people in our counny

cm see so easily and that most never see unless血ey travel fir.

hter in the蝕l, and sometimes on into early December, you

can also find the larger Marbled Godwit, so elegant offom,

and also of color when in flight, that many in our city drive

an hour to see at Nowburyport or two hour to s�R���F�

island ofMonomoy, which cm only be reached at a cost of

$10 for a ferry ride.

Feeding

At Point of Pines or at Snake Island, where shorebirds feed on a

息uing dde, look for dark birds at the vAter's edge who drive long

bilk dour into the mud or sand with血e study, roc蘭g modon

ofwalぬng beaus. IJrok, too, at the birds血at烏ed血e r血est out

into血e w加er. On血壷longrr leg;,血e godwits gp deeper ha

血e Grcater淵lowle読or血e WJlet.

(αniimeんn p梁3J

丁ASL Sho購bird Census-

Thi連銭m___ Y銭聖s上a±e工_

工n lタ80, our紐st血11 year ofBes亡o皿H虹bor censuses, we

scheduled Ⅳo summer co皿亡s O山y 20劃d August 3), to

focus on shorebirds and herons. TLe scheme, as always

wi亡h払SL, was daborate and狐bi亡ious: Up to舘ee皿

sites were desigm〔ed census spots,狐d obseⅣe重s were亡o

watch each for six hours--half of a full tide cycle--and keep

records of the number of birds usmg each site at half hour

intervals. The data was then supposed to be subjected to

an analysis which yielded "bird-hours.''/�u77,��ﾈ8ｦ�

巌u’73g�p〆f?J

The two censuses docume皿亡ed what we皿ore or less

hew already:that a large colony of herons, particularly

Snowy Egre亡s狐d Black-crowned NighトHerons, bred o皿

Spectade工sl狐d狐d組ew into va五〇us皿arshes aro皿d血e

city to feed as the tide dropped out; that one of the maJor

stops in the path offeeding herons was Belle Isle Marsh in

East Boston; and that Snake Island in Win血rop HaJ.bor

(αn房nucんn p`架2J



Shorebird Census /Cm#’m�D｠

was a focus for bo血roostmg and f魂ug shorebirds at血t

車e ofy孤.

Mnderous Yenowlegs
Several anusmg and one pardcularly horrific tale丘om心e

c-es made the rounds. First,血e horrific one.

Gcorge Gove was assigned a low dde shorebird spot in East

Boston on心e outskirts ofLogan Airport-a place I call my

Byron Street secret hot spot. As George vItched a group of

feeding ysllowlegs, a kser Yellowlegs appc狐ed to have its leg

grabbed by a mud-submerged dan. The yenowlegs began to
squawk and strugde, flapping all around in the mud but

unable to缶ee itself. Soon other yellowlegs began nmning up

to it and praceedcd to mob it and peck at it皿ul it died!

Clouds ofSho購birds

CraigJackson and I were to cover Snake Island in Wm血op.

On August 3, we arrived at 5 J�'��6�踐Rﾂ�ｧW7B��2�ﾆ没③�&Vv��

filtering in through cady moming haze. A large fl’ock of

chattering Ruddy Tumstones greeted us as we approached

the island. We esinated over 300 birds.
On the July 20 census, agin at Smke Island, as we

onwled over the edge of the be皿dr hides the center of血e

island from prymg eyes, we realized血t心ere vere literally

tho�G2��6�&V&�&G2�&�7F匁r���FR�ﾖ�'6��w&�6W2�問�F�
middle of the island. Wc estimated 5000 Semipahated
Sandpipers in that flock. ByAugust 3 the size of flock was

dour a bit: ”only" 3000 Sernis!

These cmsuses were not followed up, wherc謡the winter

TASL cerrsuses took off and have been a source ofstcady

infomati.n about Boston Harbor since 1980. We hope血at

this s-er census will be a pilot for more to come.
Sob訪Zde4
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white tan ending in a broaJd black b狐d., the underwing is

strikingly black. On their bodies, an are as hght as a pale

overcast.

Above and below, on its wings, bedy and tail,血e

Marbled Godwit presents the broom colors of f劃en oak and

maple lcavesTcontrasting, on its rai遭wings, with linings of

cinnamon o.狐ber血at封- in strong sun like chestFut

freshly opened, or the fu ofa seal. ne Marbled is magic to
see in且ight. To see it 50,_ at

dose則-ge, in strong light, is

to make with your eyes a work

of art, perfect, in an insmt.

Fev Marbled Godwits visit

our st瓢e-pe血aps ten birds a

y閉∫狂皿sしFor ∈veV

Ma品田Ⅵ p調bably ieco重d a

hundnd Hudsonians. But
~i窃讃毒± -a垂r詞e-ge-to-s-託=-- -

A工血e end ofsu皿er,正

n.rth蜜n C狐ada, Hudsonian

God壷ts g血er in great

nunb�'2���F��6�&W2��

Janes狐d Hudson Bays. In

late Angust, 3000 to 4000

adults a,t a ire may set out

on mJgration in flods of70 to

350 birds. We usuany see

Priv孤ege /Confz’med)

Godwits often fed in one place for a time. They drive

their uptuned bins gracefully downward into sand or mud

as if their necks and hods and bins were the forearms, wrists

and fingers of dances trained in Thailand or Bali. They

probe deeply beneath the su血ce of the veter, irrmersing

heir bins and hcads肱e血ose ofgivt hum血gbirds. The

godwits conduct a ritual, first at one station, then at another.
The yenowlegs chase small fish back and forth in shallow

w虹er; emdca皿y,缶om place to

place, like children rdcased后om

stufty c[assroous to recess fn a

sdoolyard; aggressivdy, like ten-

nis players at a doubles match.

Because they f達d on fish, on

sna辻s and crabs, on insect larvae

and aqundc insects, the yeuow-

里ro_b_eL｣ry���ﾐ

The Willets graze methodi-
cally. They snatch, but not fre-

netically; they probe, but not

deeply･ 0鮎n血ey proceed

steadily forwnd, as if digging a

耽n血or p艇pamg a血How･

with血eir bins pardy opened

like a pair of tongs, and im-

mersed to half their length in

water, in mud or in so丘sand.

R鎧血喝

At high dde the godwits often rest at Bene Isle, standing

close together in a roost with other long-legged shorebirds

肱e the Greater Yellowlegs. To identify the godwits･ begin by

finding the ingest waders in the group, then study their

plunages, then study their bills. R｡y on size and plumage ro

guide but not assure you. For confirmation, observe the

le皿g血孤d color o重∞n章oⅢ of址b埴ee 〔揖醒e 2)･

walt, if need be. When restmg, a godwit often conceals
fea血ers of its back. The

the dp. Long to very

distinctive bin anong血e

darkening towards血e dp, dusky at

long; somc血es stralght･ often Lptuned;-often markedly

二二〇〇 " ~〇°~~~~~~D　~~　　~

recuned in血e Marbled Godwit.

The Gre弧er Yenowlegs will some血es show you a

sligh｡y uptuned bill, but never a two-toned bill, while

w址ets win have straight dark bins that are both shorter狐d

thicker than godwits or yd1owlegs.

Fザ血g

In flight, in winter plumage, three of the four species are

studies in contrast between the black of wet shingle, the

white offresh snow, and血e grey of cold ｡ouds. The Greater

Yedowlegs presents dark wings and a white rump. On the

w崎of the Willet, bands of black and white contrast

shaply above and below, its back is grey. The Hudsonian
_ , .　一一__.L:_..,l.,..oぐで言npnnつrlarkwing.anda

Godwit presents a thin white stnpe on a dark wing,

~~~~工~　~ノ

them here in fir smafler groups of lo or 20 or 50 birds. We
rarely see more血loo at a ire. But at least we see them.

In most of the United States, the Hudsonian Godwit can

be very hard [o find., so hard, indeeE` that several years ago a

na｡onal organization of avid bird otDservers, au of whom had

seen at least 500 of the 700 species seen in our county, hsted

血e Hudsonian Godwit anong心e lo species血ey most

wanted to see. Apparen｡y, ncarly the endue pop血tion flies

dire｡y over the Adantic and the憾bb創from Canada to

the eastern coast of South America. Only in Argentina and

in Chile is the bird found in血e grc2t numbers seen depart-

ing C狐ada.

二つ曲cgmay of曲
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dorm on our land. You can exercise our privifege to see them

ヽ-/ul r~●'"~~O_ _ _~

by taking the subway, and by wah壷g to a small, shallow

pool at Bene Isle called Rosie's Puddle. To see them there,
roosting at high tide with other shorebirds, under the old

blue MBTA trains, reminds us that our civilization and our

city c狐e long after these birds esta朗ihed the sky tra｡s that

they use to traverse the hemisphere.

/. H.放れひn
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