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-〃重ike snowflakes wafted by　亡he wind　亡he l○○se flock drifts along; one

ha真lily realizes that it has come before it has swept away beyond our vi-

sion｡ "'  (Bent)
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The Bonaparte's Gull is a small 9u工l　亡ha亡皿i9ra亡es through Massachusetts

waters′　some亡imes in very　土mpressive numbers･　工亡　can mos亡　readily be iden-

tified by its distinctive buoyan七　七ern-like fli9h亡′ its white outer prima-

ries′　small black bill′　and bright orange-red le9s･

The Bonapar亡eis Gull nes亡s　亡hrou9hou七mosとof Canada and apparently used

七〇 nes上土n parts o王　亡he United States as well･　工亡is　亡he only co調on工y

occurring　9ull found on　七he　日己s亡　Coast　亡hat builds its nes亡in　七rees, and

thus,the northern limi七　〇f its breedin9　ran9e is　亡he furthes亡　ex亡en七〇f

the boreal forest.　This nes亡is usually saddled on a branch of a spruce

or fir　亡ree　己nd may be anywhere from four t〇　七wen亡y fee亡hi9h●

工n亡he fall Bonaparte-s Gulls mユ9ra七e south along both the Atlantic and

Pacific Coas亡s･　The lar9es亡number winter in our southern waters and may

be found as far south as　亡he Caribbean Sea･　Sma11 numbers may remain　王ur〇

七her north as long as icing does n〇七〇ccur.　工n Massachuse七七s　七he largest

number can be seen in　亡he fall and　9○○d numbers may remain into January.

They are　9enerally absent during February and皿arch, bu亡　re七urn starting

in April･　Si9nifican亡numbers may be　王ound in亡〇　㌔une and stragglers or

non-breeding birds may be presen七　七hrou9hou七　七he su皿er.　Sou亡hward mlgra〇

七ion begins again in August.
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Edi亡oris Note: Al軸ou9h we generally do not publish亡he correspondence we

receive′ we王el亡亡ha亡冒ASL participants and readers would

apprecia亡e seeinq亡his December 10′ 1982 letter from亡he

S亡a亡e Wildfowl Biologist.

Cra⊥9 Jackson

Bird observer

462　Trapelo Road

Belmon亡, rna 02178

Dear Mr. Jackson;

工read with in亡eres亡your repor七〇n various Boston Harbor area bird c○m亡s.

冒ASL counts appear七〇 be亡he mos七accura七e･ Since we are duplica七in9

c○unts′工wonder if we could use TAS種da亡a and save us七he expense of send-

ing a 2 man crew by vehicle七〇 Bos七〇n･ We will c○n亡inue七〇 fly亡he Newbury-

por亡harbor area･工nciden亡a工ly′ our field data is broken down into smaller

areas七han亡he da亡己you 9e亡from亡he Newton office.

AIso′ we do fly亡he outer Boston islands which probably accounts for our

high elder c○un亡･ Many of亡hose flocks would n〇七be observable from the

ground s土nce亡hey may be hidden behind islands.

Sincerely,

H W Heusmann

Wa亡erfowI Biologist
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B田L工E　ISLE MARSH NOTES

Fie__ld呈r_i_ps

Friends of Belle　工sle Marsh (FB工M) has been offerin9　a series of monthly

comuni七y field　七rips a亡　Belle　エsle Marsh since las亡　win亡er.　冒his fall we

be9an　亡o publicize　亡hese　七rips in local newspapers.　甲he result has been a

slqni亡ican亡increase in the number of participants, par七icularly　亡hose from

Win亡hrop and Eas亡　Bos七〇n.

A七七endin9　our November　亡rip were　26　persons, includin9　Ms. Dumanoski o王　亡he

Boston Globe.　Her subsequen亡　ar亡icle in　亡he Globe on November　22, 1982

featured photos of FBIM members Rose Corrado and Kermit Norris, as vJell as

a description of　七his larqes亡　marsh in　七he City o亡　Bos七〇n and　亡he threats

to i亡　from petty dumpln9　and encroachment.

Smaller numbers of people came in December and January; some who showed up

in January were unfortunately n〇七　prepared　王or hiking in we亡　areas and had

亡〇　七urn back.　On this　亡rip a Shor七〇eared owl was siqhted′　and innumerable

marsh mollusks and crustaceans were roused　王rom　七heir dorman七　s亡a?e by

Cra19 Jackson's insis亡ence　亡ha亡　we should inspec七　七he life in　亡he　巾u仁.

These field trips will continue throughout the winter and spring.　All

field七rips s亡ar亡　a亡　2　PM′　and are free and open　七〇　七he pub工ic･　Please

mee七　a七　七he entrance to MDC's Belle　ェsle Park on Bennin9七〇n Street, ｢as七

Bos七〇n●　We su卵es亡very wan clothes and water-pr○○f b○○ts: we will walk

through parts of　亡he marsh･　Please see back of　七his issue　王or field亡rip

dates.

Co皿uni亡y Clean-up

Several residents o王　Eas亡　Bos七〇n who are neighbors of Belle　工sle ]oined

with members of FB工M in invi亡in9　S亡a亡e Representative Gus Serra　亡o a mee亡-

in9　on Sunday, December　与, 1982.　The topic of discussion was a clean-up

and beau亡ifica亡ion campaiqn for　亡he marsh.　Represen亡ative Serra, who is

himself a native o王　亡he area and has always　亡aken a s亡ron9　s亡and on　亡he

preservation of Belle　ェsle, was impressed by　亡he volume o壬　七rash carelessly

dumped along　七he edges of the marsh.　工皿edia亡e plans for a ma]or clean-up

by MDC personnel and machinery were discussed.



A ma]or clean-up by MDC Is obviously needed to remove the bulk of large and

persis亡en七　七rash in　亡he marsh.　ェn　亡he lon9　run, however, i亡　will be　亡he

co皿uni亡y,the marsh's neighbors, who would ensure the park's preservation

and maintenance.　工n c○○pera七ion with Representative Serra-s office, we in〇

七end　七〇 〇r9anize a co皿uni亡y clean-up day in late spring, when neighbors

can come ou亡　and join each　〇七her in cleaning and celebrating.　冒hus, a

sense of co皿unal and individual pride in this unique urban resource can be

built.

Sales Creek

Ori9⊥nally a　亡idal creek亡hat was comec亡ed　七〇 Chelsea Creek′　Sales Creek

is now a po11u亡ed′ land-locked body o亡　wa亡er in　亡he southern area of Revere.

During rain-s七〇rms′　fl○○d-waters in亡his area rise sufficien亡ly七〇 drown

peoplels proper七y･ To alleviate亡his problem′ in 1976亡he waterways Divi-

sion of 亡he Massachusetts Depar亡men七〇王巴nvironmen亡al Quali亡y田n可⊥neerinq

(D巳Q巴) proposed a plan　七〇　pump fl○○d water ou七〇f　亡he Sales Creek area and

into Belle Isle Inlet. (The option of pumping into Chelsea Creek was re-

jected due to c○s亡　c○nsiderations.)　甲he田nvironmen亡al　工mpac亡Repor七　for

this pro]ec亡　s亡ipula亡ed dred9in9 and clean-up of Sales Creek　七〇 preven亡ad-

verse impac亡　on Belle　工sle Marsh.

The pumpin9　s亡a亡ion for　亡his pro]ec亡　has been constructed on Benninq七〇n

S亡ree亡　and was ready for　亡est-operation in December 1982.　Meanwhile,the

dred9in9 of Sales Creek has been postponed to 1984　or later. The Win亡hrop

Planning Boardl alerted las亡　sprin9　七〇　七he poss土bili亡y亡ha七　Belle　工sle and

Win七hrop Harbor mi9h亡be receivin9　a heavy dose of po11u亡an亡s when　亡he

pumplnq actually qo亡　underway, comissioned Environmental Research and Tech-

nology Company (ERT) to study the contents of Sales Creek and its bottom

sedimen亡s･ The ER冒　s亡udy found high amounts of c○liform bacteria′　oil

sludge, and heavy metals in　亡he bottom sedimen亡s and　亡he waters of Sales

Creek.

The Win亡hrop Plamin9　Board and its Belle　工sle Subc○皿i七七ee have been 〕oined

by a number of interested par亡ies′ includinq　亡he Win亡hrop Conservation Com-

mission,the Win七hrop Board o壬　Heal亡h, Friends of Belle　工sle Marsh,the East

Bos亡on　囲and Use Council,the Massachusetts Association of Conservation Com-

missions′　and citizens of Revere′　Win亡hrop′　and Eas亡Bos亡on′ in demanding

that no pumpln9　from Sales Creek be undertaken until the impac七　〇f such

pumpln9　on Belle　ェsle and　亡he Win亡hrop beaches and harbor are delineated in

a new E工R.

Ms･ Dumanoski o王　亡he Bos七〇n Globe followed her ori9⊥nal article on Belle

Isle Marsh with a very informative one on November 29′ 1982′　describin9 Win〇

七hropis c○ncems abou七七he Sales Creek pro]ec七･ Since then′　a large amount

of publicity in local and city-wide newspapers has aler七ed interested ci亡i-

zens　七〇　亡he environmental issues involved･　Many people who had never heard

of Belle　ェsle before have become aware of its existence and impor亡ance●

D田Q巳"s la亡es亡ac亡ion has been　七〇　亡ake samples of water and sedimen七　from

both Sales Creek and Belleエsle and send them off for tes七in9･.The results

are to help determine wha七　c○urse　七〇　fo11ow re9ardinq七he pumpinq station

and　亡he dred9inq of Sales Creek.



Membership Meeting for　冒he Friends of Belle　ェsle Marsh

on Sunday, March 13, we held an introductory membership meeting. The

purpose of this meeting w己s　七〇 brin9　亡o9e亡her many in　亡he c○皿uni亡y who

are concerned with Belle　エsle Marsh as open spacel city park′　and wildlife

refuge.

Al亡hou9h亡his meeting was　王ree and open亡〇七he public′　we are launching a

membership drive to raise funds for publication and mailing. Membership

cards will be available and yearly membership　王ees are as follows:

individual S3.00

family Sう. 00

seniors and youth Sl.00.

工f you wish七〇 ]oin up′　please mail a check　七〇 FB工M′　Barbara Gard′　Treasurer′

41 Ware Street, Somerville, ⅢA 02144.

For　宣ur七her information, please wri亡e　七〇　FB工M, 20　Palermo Street,East

Boston,in　O2128.

This issue of　冒ASL News was produced by丁anet Heyw○○d′　Craiq ∫ackson′

Barbara Phillips′　and Soheil Zendeh･工11us亡ra亡ions were contributed by

Denise Braunhard亡　and Mike Payne･

ANNOUNC巳MEN冒:　SEAI CENSUS

The Manomet Bird observatory, under contrac七　wi亡h　亡he National Marine Fish-

eries Service′　W○○ds Hole′　船′ is conduc亡in9　a census of　亡he harbor seal

population in Massachuse亡とs･ We are dividing the coastline into as many

small areas as possible′　s〇　七ha七　a few individuals can survey亡he area as

thoroughly as possible with minimal effort･ Al亡hou9h亡he ma]or concentra-

tions are known′　smal1 groups of seals can only be censused by individuals

who know亡he harbors and bays in亡ima亡ely●

The dates of the亡wo remaining survey periods are Ⅲarch　2与′　26′　27　and

April 22′　23′　24･工f you are interested in par上土cipa亡ing′　please drop

a card with your name and phone number七〇: Mike Payne′　MBO′　塩nome亡′皿A

02345.



BELLE　ェSL丑　MARSH FIELD TRIPS

All field trips s亡ar亡a亡2 P･M･′ and are free and open to也e public.please

mee亡a亡亡he en亡rance亡o MDCIs Belle工sle Park on Bemin9亡on S亡ree亡′.East

Bos亡on･ We su99es亡very warm clothes and water-pr○○f b○○亡s: we will walk

through parts of the marsh.

…::du:��磐�ﾄTﾈ蓼�ｶ塗������ｦ��ｽ驃ﾇ嵐��ﾓｨ���ﾘﾅﾃC#0
For further infoma亡王on′ please call any of 亡he leaders: Cr己iq Jackson′

321-4382; Kermi亡Norris′　与67-2339; Soheil zendeh, 628-8990.

Since 1973　Bird observer

of Eastern
~ ~~~~~ =l   ~~ ､~ i~'~

Massachusetts bird-siqh亡in9s･ Each issue features an article

a bimonthly maqazine′ has been publishing records

~　-~~~　_~コ~~~~▲"つ〕'　’~し書一〇〇　Lつつuc=　J_⊂:ciしu⊥cb dn dエclc⊥e on

where to find birds in亡his state (and elsewhere)･ The February 1983 issue

contains a ma]or article by Chris Leahy on birdin9 Cape Åm･ Other pieces

on field problems′ omi亡holo91cal research′ and bird behavior also appear

in　亡he magazine.

Amual subscrip亡ion七〇 Bird observer is S7･50･工壬you are interested in

subscribing, please maiT±--check--to Bird observer, Inc., 462 Trapelo

Road, Belmon亡　O2178.

PL巳AS田NO鴨:ェf you en]oy receivin9冒ASL News and would like七〇 keep

土nfomed of TAS種ac七ivi亡ies高玉子ng亡he coming year and have

not yet renewed your subscription to TASL News, please

resubscribe聖±. Send your check for $2.50~モる〇七ird

observer′　工nc･′　462 Trapelo Road′ Belmon亡′ rnA O2178.
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