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FALL

Mi9ra亡in9 hawks approach us from亡he nor亡heas七･的o kettles mer9e･ They

壬om a majestic double helix wしっse apex rises nearly ou七〇f sight.The

hawks pass by七〇七he eas七′ moving southward in七〇七he full li9h亡of a high

September sun･ We mus亡lower our eyes.

We c○n亡inue七〇 l○○k eastward from亡he top of wachuse亡亡. Hawks flow into

the base of the hel王ces′ circling a9ains七七he clock as well as with i七.I

search for an image tha亡wil工help me remember.

A娩ypole･咄e hawks hold streamers;they are be9innin9亡o weave亡he腿y-

pole･ Or perhaps七he dance is endin9･

加inc○min9亡ide mirrors亡he setting sun a七七he north end of的nomoy●　冒he

water surrounds a sandbar slowly′ where 9odwi亡s are s亡andin9･同O phala-

ropes工un in and ou亡a皿on9亡hem･富hey lance a七mi亡es be七ween七he long legs

of　七he larger birds.

The wind rises･珊e birds vanish in七he brilliance of small waves′亡hen

reappear in outline′ black as lacquer from亡he mina冒rade′孤on9王lashes

of silver and 901d･冒he wind falls･曹he wa亡er亡ums亡o raw white silk′

then to a panel from a silk screen′亡ransfomin9亡he birds of the shore into

the sacred cranes of Japan. Drawn fine.

『all王s a time of lines･ We do n〇七perceive them easily in sprin9′ when

bri9h亡c○lors and sharp contrasts fill our eyes. Bu亡七he colors of fall

are sof七･珊e lines stand ou亡･ We can see亡ha亡亡he ducks differ in shape

of bi11′　slope of forehead and length of neck. We can see亡ha七七he shore-

birds differ in shape and size′ in elegance of fom′ in precision of motion

- in七he response亡hey each make t〇七he demands of wind and water which

they mus亡mee亡亡he year round.

省,f #Jf含Jf



Fall is a is a time of imagery.

A few sumerin9 eider ride　亡he waves close　七〇　shore o王f　七he southern end of

蜘onomoy.　On　七he beach, a few hundred　9ul工s sit.　Above　亡hem, a七　七he edge o王

the beach grass, a　⊥arge falcon stands darkly on a post.　She is still.

Bu七we can sense her eyes　王rom far away, and her power　亡ha亡　工on9　ago was

freed from stone by　亡he sculptors of Horus.

Behind her,the air is dark with swallows　王or as far as we can see.　Beyond

count, above　七he　9rass and　亡he sand.　甲hey fly like page upon page of Ara-

bic calligraphy,七he　工slamic lace o王　七he 7aう　りahaユタ　七he vines of　亡he B○○k

of螺ells, se七　七〇　七urnin9　on a carousel.

す.鼠. Bar七〇n

TASL and this newsletter are supported by contributions from participants

and other interested persons, as well as by a 9rant　王rom Bird observer,工nc.

Subscrip亡ions　七〇　甘ASもNews are nominally S2･00　per year･　工f you have not

contributed already, please do so　亡oday.　M己ke checks ou七　七〇　冒ASl and mail

七〇:　Bi重d observer,工nc., 462　冒rapelo Road, Belmont, rnA O2178.

Since 1973　B工RD OBS田RVER, a bimonthly m9a乙ine, has been publishin9　rec°rds

of田as七em massachusetts bird-si9h亡in9s.inch issue　ごea七u重es an article °n

where　七〇　童ind birds in　亡his state (and elsewhere).　¶

富he Au9us七1982 issue fea七ures狐ar七icle on Ha吋k靴)肌亡a土n･ Other pieces on

field problems′　omitholo9ical resea重ch弧d bird behavior appea工in七he

magazine.

A肌ual subscr土p七ion七〇 BIRD OBS田RVER王s　$7.50.　工王you are　血亡eres七ed in

subscribin9′　please mil your check　亡o: Bird observer′　工nc･′　462　7章ape工｡

Road′　Bel孤on亡タ　的A 02178.



丑NDANGER田D SPECIES AC重　工N PERIL

The Endangered Species Ac亡is in serious亡rouble in Con9ress●　工七is up for

renewal亡his year and a group of conservative and pr○○business congressmen

in七end七〇 kill or cripple i七as a favor七〇七heir political suppor亡ers●

Another proposal is亡o limi亡the act to vertebrate animals only and remove

protection for plants and inverteb重a亡es･ Acc○rdin9七〇 biolo9is七s′　七his pro-

posal i9nores七he fac亡亡hat plants and invertebrates may be jus七as血p°r一

-_tant as vertebrate species.

A ma]or issue c○ncerns　亡he listing process itself.嘗he an亡i-丑SA forces are

lo｡kin9 for ways of preventing new species from being added七〇 the工is七as

they are driven七〇 extinc七ion･ One proposal in亡his regard is七〇 require a

de亡erm土na七ion亡ha七七he listing of a species would cause no future economic

hardships･ Biologists suppor亡in9亡he ESA c○un七er亡ha七lis亡in9 should be

based upon biological criteria -亡ha亡is′　a species is endangered i童it is

endangered.　Compr°孤ises with economic considerations can occur a王七er　七he

species is rec○9ni乙ed as endangered●

耳ina11y′　七here is an at七empt七〇 eliminate the concept of critical habitat.

工亡is ar9ued亡ha七pemissable foms of economic ac七ivity七ha亡would not

ham the species would be easier七〇 carry out if the desi9na亡ion of criti-

cal habita亡we工e scrapped･ Supporters of ESA feel七ha七wi亡hou亡des土9na七ion

of critical habi亡a亡′　m亀ny detrimental activities would be approved before

they were properly evaluated.

Opposi亡i｡n七〇七he日SA seems to be more a matter of political ideology and

oppor亡unism亡han　室eri°us consideration of　亡he nature o童　亡he Act.　工n over

9′600 consultations wi亡h亡he Fish and Wildlife Service c○ncernin9 possible

endangered species c○nf工土c七s′　only l･5 percent resulted in an opinion七hat

endangered species would be jeopardized by七he economic activity.工n vir〇

七ua工ly a工l　亡hese casesタ　でeasonable and prudent alternatives were　香ound which

allowed亡he proposed activity to proceed.

Barring a ma]or reversal in七he political clima亡e′　亡he pro-business faction

is likely　七〇　succeed in　七heir attack on the田SA.　Bu亡a coalition of envi-

ronmental groups is working hard七〇　工imit　七he damage.　曹he王r concerns were

eloquently e.xpressed in senate testimony by Dr. E. O. Wilson of Harvard Uni-

versi亡yこ

なhe wors七とhin9 tha七can happen - will happen - is not energy de-

ple亡ion′　ec○nomic c○11apse′ limited nuclear war′ ｡r ○○nques亡by a

七〇tali七arian 9overmen亡. As　七errible as　亡hese catastrophes would

be　王or us, they can be repaired within a　王ew 9enera亡i°ns.　冒he one

process on9oin9 in　亡he 1980's　亡hat wi11七ake millions o童years　七〇

c○rrec七is　七he loss o王9enetic and species diversity by亡he de-

sとruc亡土on of natural habitats.　富h土s is　亡he folly our descendants

are leas七likely　七〇　for9工ve us.

Additional infoma亡ion on the ESA reau七hori之a七ion struggle can be obtained

from Ken Berlin, Chai皿an.Endangered Species Act Reautho重i乙a亡ion C○○rdina置

ting Co調i七七ee′　P･〇･ Boxう0771′ Wash王n9七〇n′　D･C･ 20004･冒he C○○重dina亡in9

Comittee ur9es亡hose suppor七in9亡he ESA七〇 wri七e七heir representatives now

since only a show o壬pub工ic suppor亡can keep七he田SA intact.



富AK田　A SRCOND　轟○○K

Have you ever sat and watched shorebirds and gu工ls　王eedin9?　Have you won-

dered一〇　--wha亡is it七hey-re eating, and how can七here be so many things　亡o

ea亡　on　亡he beach?ii

工will be leading a Br○○k工ine Bird Club (BBC)trip Au9us七　21, which

although not an official曹AS重walk′　will ponder七hese and Other similar

questions. we will spend approximately six hours a七Poin七〇f Pines, Revere,

observing half of a亡idal cycle･ Our focus will be on七he王○○d七ha七a mud

王la七such as Poin七〇壬P土nes provides for shorebirds and gulls and七he inter-

rela七ionships be七ween七ide, predators and prey.

Our probable s亡ar七in9亡ime will be　5 A.Ⅲ. so we can finish　亡he七rip before

i亡9e亡s　亡○○ hot.　工f you would like further information or would like　七〇

participate, 9ive皿e a call (Craig Jackson　--　321-4382　○○　evenin9s until

10:30　P.蜘.).

工f you happen　七〇 be hiking in　七he mo皿七ains or w○○ds, you mi9h亡be inter-

ested in　亡he following observations:

Recently while　工was hiking in　亡he Taconic mountains, a Ruffed Grouse

flushed from my right across　亡he path and of王in七〇　the w○○ds　七〇 my left.　工

naturally fo11owed　亡he fli9h七　〇f　亡he bird un亡il　土t disappeared and　七hen re〇

turning my a七七ention　亡〇　七he　亡rail　工　皿oved toward the area　王rom which　亡he

Ruffed Grouse had flo皿･ ,工mediately one and亡hen七wo more young Ruf王ed

Grouse sprang in七〇　七he air.　冒hinkin9　七h七七here mi9h亡be more young in　亡he

area and focusing my attention a9ain七〇ward　七he ri9h亡　side o王　もhe path,I

peered鵬re closely in七〇　七he bushes.　W土亡hin a minu亡e　七en more young birds

flushed　王rom almos亡　七he same loca亡ion　王rom which　亡he ori9inal bird had

flown.

Wha亡　工only reali乙ed七hen was　七ha七七he firs亡bird and only　亡he firs亡had

flushed across　亡he path. (田very　〇七her Ruffed Grouse　工　can recall has

flushed away from me.)　Clearly,the firs亡bird, an adul亡had　王lushed

across my pa亡h亡o draw my attention away from its young.

So′ i王youlre ever hiking in亡he w○○ds and a Ruf壬ed Grouse flies across

your pa七h′　冒AK田A SECOND LOOK:　冒here may be a covey o王youn9 birds almost

a亡　your fee亡と



ADV雷N7UR田　ON A　同工N富ER N工G櫨富

田d. note:　冒he　童o11owing is an accoun七〇王one person-s participation in亡he

Screech owl Survey announced in　七he las亡issue of　冒AS工News.　Apparently

many of you forgot about the survey since there waEHn五商工participation,

and we know a　2;00　A.Ⅲ. s亡ar上土n9　亡ime would not deter a　亡rue　冒AS患er:

As　亡he firs七　days of　七he Screech owl survey approached,工　expec七an土工y pored

over my　七〇po9raphic and road maps, plannin9　七he rou亡es　工wou工d　七ake, where

my stops would be, e七c.　Al七hou9h　工　had often owled in the Sau9us area for

Christmas and breeding bird counts,工　had always played i七　safe.　工　had

90ne　亡o the same areas in Breakhear亡　Reserva七ion and probably called out

the same owls every year:　冒his survey was　9oing to be different, however.

The purpose was　七〇　find new owls, and　七〇　es亡ima亡e how many Screech owls

there mi9h七　ac亡ually be in a semi-urban enviromen亡.

Un王ort皿a七ely′　s亡rong nor七hwes亡winds and a storm fron亡canceled　亡he first

evening o王　亡he survey●　工　亡here王ore made plans with my friend Soheil　七〇 9○

○u亡亡he　王ollowing night, despite亡he fac亡亡ha七　工mi9h七have to leave a par-

ty early and certainly would not be able　七〇 9e七any sleep beforehand･　曹he

weather was again horrendous　- very strong nor七hwes七winds but亡his　亡ime no

rain.　wi亡h some regre亡　工1e王七七he party a七12:30 A.Ⅲ.I since　工　knew七ha七

Our survey results would likely be nil due　七〇　七he wea亡her･　But negative

data is more impor亡an亡　亡han no data a亡　a1工.　A亡leas七　亡hat"s wha七eve工y

survey c○ord王na七〇r亡e工ls七hose naive enough七〇 believe亡hem･ Anyvay土here

was no way　七ha亡　工　could call Soheil　七〇 cancel a亡七hat hour･

Of c○urse′　s○○n a王七er　工　9〇七home Soheil called and said he wasnl亡90in9　七〇

do it, and once more　工was　士aced wi亡h亡he decision of whe亡her　七〇 do i七

alone in七ha亡　sor亡of weather. A9ain　工　decided agains七i亡; after all, neg置

a七ive data gathering can be fun with a　王riend bu亡by onesel王i七can become

a real drag.

The nex亡day　工　called ollie. one o雪　亡he survey c○○rdina七〇rs,七〇　su99est

亡ha亡七he survey be extended another week since　七he　王irs七七wo weekend nights

of　亡he Screech owl Survey (ou七〇f a七〇七al o王　王our) had been so horrendous

and people could not d〇　七he survey on weekday ni9h七s･　He was quite adamant

亡ha亡亡he survey should no亡be extended and王nsis亡ed七ha七pe○ple could do i七

〇n weekday nights･　工n　王ac亡′　he was planning on doing i七七ha亡ni9h亡even

though he had七〇 9〇七〇 sch○○l七he nex七day - so wha亡was my problem?Having

been亡hus shamed′　工　also made plans　七〇 begin my survβy亡ha七ni9h亡･



As工皿ders七〇〇d亡he survey d王rec亡王らns′ every O･4 mile工was七〇 s七〇p亡he

Car′　9e亡ou亡′　play a亡ape rec○rdin9 or 9ユve a vocal imitation of a Screech

owl cal工for亡wo minutes and move on another 0.4皿王le if 亡here was no re-

sponse･工王there was a response′　工was七〇 note i王possible亡he color phase

o王七he owl and any interesting behavior･ Since my plan was to follow曲ain

St重eet亡hrouqh Ⅲalden and Ⅲelrose and into wakefield′　工obviously did not

expec亡a large nu重めer of responses･工did hav色hopes′　however′　亡ha亡七he

be9王nnin9 of my run a亡pine Banks and the end a亡the V°ca亡ional Sch○○l en-

亡でance七〇 Breakhear亡Reserva亡王on would produce some owls.

A亡2:2うA･Ⅲ･工made my firs亡s七〇p a亡Pine Banks Park, one of the two places

on七ha亡ni9h七章s route where工reasonably expected七〇 9e七a response●　櫨ow-

ever′　呼y effor亡s　七〇 entice a Screech owl proved王u亡ile despite playin9　the

tape recorder lon9er　亡han亡he prescribed two minu七es･　Oh wel工′ i亡was 9○○

in9亡o be a long night:

Having driven O･4 mile up the roadI　工　found ou亡亡ha上皿y nex亡s亡op was in

王ron亡of a bank in Me工rose Center.　No亡expec亡土ng a response because i七was

dark.工1e王t my binoculars in七he car. (Besides, binoculars might l○○k sus-

picious in fron七〇王a bank:)　工proceeded七〇 play my亡ape recorder with, o王

○○urse′　no response.　Now　工　unders七〇〇d a very　鼠rac七ical reason　王or　亡he　調七w○○

minute rule･ll By亡he　亡ime亡he police c○uld重espond亡o a call about a sus-

picious character making strange noises in the bank parking 1〇七′　工would be

another 0.4　mile down the road:

Several shopping center parking lots la亡er′　工　stopped near erys亡al重ake土n

Wakefield′　an area with w○○ds　七ha七工　亡hough亡mi9h亡be produc亡ive●　A9ain no

response･　Ⅲy nex七　s七〇p, a亡Round Park on Main Street, did n〇七　see皿very

promising. After all, Ro皿d Park was probably 0.1七he size o王Pine Banks:

Nevertheless,七〇 my pleasan亡　surprise,王rom七rees ri9h亡above me a Screech

owl answered.　One hour af亡er　工　had s亡arted　工　had my士irs七response, a

Screech owl ca11in9　王rom a七ree　仁hat was probably no more　亡血an　50　王ee亡from

Ⅲain S七ree亡j A subsequen亡response in Breakhear亡was, of course, an七icli-

mac亡ic.

|　found out the next day that the 0.4　mile- limit was a minimum not a maxi-

mm.　工　was not supposed　七〇　have any sites less　亡han 0.4　mile　童rom each

other. bu亡dis亡ances could be　9rea亡er. more importantly,工was supposed亡o

stop a亡places　亡ha七　conceivably could have owls; not in fron七〇f banks in

the center o雪　上own:　However,工　doub七if　工　would have stopped a亡　Ro皿d Park

ei七her′　and亡hus vould have missed my mos亡exci亡in9 m｡men七七ha七ni9h七･

The nex七ni9h亡Soheil said he would 90, but not a亡　2 A.Ⅲ.一　he insisted on

starting a亡　8 P.舶.　A工七hou9h we again had two Screech owls respond, one

from a nearby fence post,the high工i9h七〇f　亡he evening was entirely dif王er-

en七･　When we g°t亡o Prankers Pond in Sau9us, Spring Peepers were making

quite a racket.　工　had recently read亡hat if you were very s七ilユタ　you could

actually locate a Spring Peeper　亡ha亡was very close.　Soheil and　工　decided

七〇　亡es七七his　亡heory, temporarily suspendin9亡he owl survey.　A王亡er a great

deal of frustration, Soheil finally shone his flashli9h七°n one.　Althou9h

the frog a七firs亡　shr弧k back, within a shor七　七i孤e we watched it expand its

thr°a亡　and resume calling.

珊e las七ni9h七〇f the survey′　havin9 already gotten one response′　工disc○v｣

ered　亡ha七my　亡ape recorder n° 1onqer worked.　櫨ere would be a　亡rue　亡es亡of



my om Screech owl imitation.　工　had enticed Brom Creepers wi七h　土t on occa-

sion,袖d　工　had even been able to carry on extended　調c°nversations巾　with

SC工eech owls af亡er　工　had　王irs七called　七hem in with a　亡ape recorder.　Bu七　重

had never before gotten a response on my om･　冒hus′　when劃｡wl responded

七〇 my imitation la亡er　七hat night.工was really gratified even if　工　did call

1on9er　七han　七he prescr土bed亡wo mねu亡es.

Not bad　-　six owls in　亡hree nights (four of which　工　nei七her血ew abou亡nor

suspec亡ed亡heir presence) ; a sin9土n9 Spring Peepe重　seen: ; and七he realiza〇

七ion　亡ha七in a p土nch　工　could actually call ou亡　a Screech owl withou亡a　亡ape

recorder.　Si9n me up fo重　nex七year's survey　-　hope you'11 join in七he fin.

田d. note;　A full acco皿七〇f　七he survey results will be published in the

october issue of Bird observer of Eastern Massachusetts.

Crai9 Jackson

でhis issue of冒ASI News was produced byすane七Heyw○○d′　Crai9すackson′　and

Barbara Philli…看一盲i面｢言ssistance from Jim Barton. Graphics were contributed

by Demise Braunhard亡.



B工RD oBs雷RvER pEmG工c　富Rエp

Bird observe重will sponsor a pela9ic亡rip亡his s関er●　富he亡rip will be

aboard亡he Cap亡ainすohn and Son′　and is scheduled書or Sa亡urday′ Au9us亡28′

from ply調u亡h leaving a亡4;30 A･的･ and returning abou亡6:00 P.Ⅲ. Our des-

tination will be亡he Coxls重ed9e area of勘an亡ucke亡Shoals.This will be a

unique oppor七uni亡y七〇 observe seabirds in亡he productive waters southwest

of舶ar七hals vineyard and Nan亡ucke七･工n工a亡e s関er′ wa亡er七empera七u重es are

considerably wamer here七han north of Cape Cod′　亡hus attracting certain

Pelagic species which重equire亡hese conditions. Audubon-s shearwa七e重and

South Pola重Skua are possibilities in addi亡ion七〇 mos七〇f七he調re重e9ular-

1y observed species with the remote chance °f an albatross.　富here is a

greater chance　亡○ observe a 9°od variety of fish and marine mamals　七han °n

mo重e亡でadi七ional Stellwa9en Bank trips･ Wayne Pe七ersen will provide narra-

tion and infoma亡ion while a亡sea･工王you have any questions abou七this

とrip′　c○n亡ac亡Wayne亀亡と2 Hu亡ch王ns｡n富errace′ Whitman′船O2382●　冒he price

o王　亡his　亡rip is S30　for subscribers and S3与　for others.

Rese重va亡ions王o重this亡rip can be made by sending your check payable七〇

Heman DI藍n亡remon七′　3与8冒appan S亡ree亡′　Br○○kline′　腿O2146.

C〇㍍工的G UP:　1982　田A重重　SPARROW SURVEY

Everybody is enc○uraged七〇 participate in the second annual iiimprovedtt

sparrow census.　工亡will happen around　七he first week of october.　工七w土ll

be fun′　exciting′　cha11en9⊥n9′　and very educa亡ional●　For informa七ion′

please cal工Nick or ollie Koma重be王ore September 20 (332-5509).　富his is

another projec七〇王　Bird observer-s Field Studies Comi七七ee.
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