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CORMORANTS IN MASSACHUSETTS

There are few species of marうne b了｢ds along the New England coas亡thdt are as c○叩on,

easy to watch and as overlooked as the co｢mo予∂nts･丁he fate of being so c○関れplace

as to be ove｢lookedうs truly u面ortunate･ because the two species of corm｢ants clearly

demonstrate one w∂yうn層hjch co調petltうon may be reduced o｢ avoided - different te叩o｢al

utう11zatうon of an area.

The Great Cormorant (Phalacroco｢ax畦) breeds 〇両solated rockうsldnds and jetties

うn the Canadjan Ma｢うtう爪es, Newfoundland andうn the Gulf of the St.しaWence.剛う｢e some

indi’viduals may winter in the breeding area. most individuals move south l.nto the Gulf

o干Mdうne and along the North American coast to ｣o調g重sland, with a few sj9htうngs as

far south as Northern Flo｢唖∴丁he nest巾pe｢うod for these bj｢dsうs rather extended

両th different jndうvうdu∂ls l∂y川g eggs f｢o肌mうd to -ate Ap｢千丁to early or而d July.

ln gene｢al･ b｢eedうn9 adults ∂｢eうn the area of the colony by early Ap｢jl and the鵬aうn

pe｢千〇d for fa｢l而9｢dtjon了s late September through october.

The Double-crested Com｢ant (P回acroco｢ax au｢うtus)nests c○asta=yうn New亡n91and and

うnto the C∂nadうan Ma｢うtうmes and down the St･しaw｢ence jnto the Greatしakes Regうon. Agaうn

So叩eうnd自在dua｢s蝿y wうnte｢うn the b｢eedjng areas, but剛ost鵬ove south to the Gulf of

Mexico and throughout the Baha叩a重sl∂nd chain andうnto Cuban wate｢s･丁he nestうng period

js shorter for Pha｢ac｢oco｢dx au｢江us,両th e卵dates beうng f｢o蘭調うd May to調うd July.

丁he岡jo｢爪ove爪ent south begins jn early September, but st｢agg-e｢s can be千〇uれd movjn9

sout吊n Nove心e｢･ Sp｢うng問うg｢atうon beqうnsうn late臨｢ch but the peakうsうn関jd Ap｢自

with breeding individuals arriving in the area of the colonies in mid to late April and

early May.

.二戸'8,



~ ~ ~ ~こ｢十臆〇三二----~""~~二二二三二一~二十三三二二~二二二三三二二　　__- ’~ ~

二二二二一~- - I ---←-r硬~=Grd=r----　　　戸も{

Data collected during the丁AS｣ s冊veysう=980 and 1981 gives an exce=entうndうcatjon of

spring movement for these two species and a fa干r representation of wてnte｢ ut冊z誼on of

Boston Ha｢bo予by Great Co調o｢ants･丁he accompanying chart sho周章the nu巾e｢ o白ndうvjduきls

seen by month両th counts from bot=980 and 1981･丁he hうghest count of Great Cormorants

うsうn March du両g the s叩ng m干gratうon and almost a= theうndうvうdudls have left by而d

April.The November dataうs p千〇bab-y a combjnatうon o口ate調うg｢ants and両nte｢ residents

(winter resi.dents are probably more accurately portrayed by February counts). Data for

p. aurうtus shows that theseうnd千vうdua｢s leave the丁ASしcensus area for the wうnte｢

TNovember. February, March) and move i’nto the TASL region in April dun’ng the sp[’ng

調うg｢atうon･ Of pa｢tうcu-drうnte｢est to meうs habうtat utうlうzat千on and fう9u｢e l shows that

the cormorants. regardless of species, are not urn.fomly distri’buted in the reglon.

Instead, the greatest c○ncent｢atうon of the調js jn Area E･ Hjnghd叩Bay･ For jndうv干duals

了dm冊ar w千th the恥uble-crested Co調｢ant breeding colo噂o機とgg Rock near Nahant (north

of鉦ea A), the｢e鵬ay be some surp｢jse at the dうst予てbutうon of these bう｢ds･ Ho層ever･ a

review of cormorant feeding behavior solves the potential mystery.

Both species of co｢肌o｢訓ts are dうvうng birds whうch feed問うnly on fうsh･ although some

crustaceans and a調phうpods are taken･ P｢opulsうon肌de調ater js acco叩｢うshed by use of

the feet; the wings are used on｢yうn stee｢下れg･ not for drうve･ As a result･ these birds

can調ane uve｢ eas時a｢ong one plane but are probably less agile when t｢yう噂to quickly

alter theう｢ vertical posうtうon･丁hey therefore tend to feedうn areas with bas了ca=y

unj下o叩bottoms. Area Eうn the丁ASしcount has the同st u両fo調botto調coれdjtjons and

should therefore be the best place for co叩o｢ants to hunt･とven du｢うn9 the breeding

season,うtうs not肌co醐on for cormorants to go 5-10調うles fro刷the colony to a feedうn9

area. D両ng the wてnte予問onths, provided there are suffうcうent te叩o｢a｢y予○○st sうtes･

thereうs no ｢eason干o｢ como｢ants to leave a feeding area･ Actual movement of popula-

tうons 〇千ma｢高e birds du｢うn9 the winter mれ批干s probably m｢e related to avaうlable

訓d accessうble food reserves than to climate condうtうons･

重n the丁ASしA｢ea, both P. ca｢bo and P. ∂u｢うtus have s涌Id｢ preferences for habitat

but reduce c帥petうt｢on by usjng the region at different t涌es of the yea｢･

丁涌R脚部a9e

★★★★★★ ★★ ★★★★★★★

丁ASし∂nd t両sれewslette｢ are supported by cont｢うbutjoれs f｢調pa予tjcうpants and other

interested persons, as周ell as by a grant fro鵬Bj｢d obse｢veらInc･ Subscr干ptjons to

埋迫pr± are nominally $2.00 per year. If you have not contributed already. please do

so today. Make checks out to丁ASしaれd叩aう- to:師d obse｢ve｢･ Inc･･ 462丁｢apelo Road･

Bel調ont, rnA O2178.
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C亡NSUS　乙ONES

CORMORANTS IN BOSTON RARBOR

Great and Double-crested Comorant Dat亀　fro血

でASL柵inter Censuses of 1980　and　書981

Date ��&V�����&V�ｯ����&V�2���&V�B���&V�xｲ�儻�C��2�

GC �%�2�Gc 舶Χ2�GC 舶Ζ2�∞ �%�2�co 置B�(jC 簸42�

2/17/80 澱� 佑�"� 鼎�� �*H.r� �#��� 鼎3B� 

〕/16′80 ���� 冰貭� 塗*B� �#��� �&Sb� 田��� 

4/13/80 ��19 ��40 ��2ふ1 ���21 ����S"�2 �*H*Cb�

ll/2ブ/80 免ﾂ�1 �*C�� ��r�2 �*C�*B�10 友�B�10 ���3�"�23 

2/8/81 匁��F����r� ��"�1 塔�� 匁��F��末ﾆ��1 

3/8/81 ���B� ��モ�2 ����� �##�� 都#b� ���ﾈ*Cr�2 

/う/81 ��R� ��27 湯�18 塔B�29 ���ﾂ�87 ��#��161 

.iln�����G�Bﾃ����&V��著-ﾆ�2�踟B�ﾆ�6ﾇVFX��##R�67'V�&�&宥2��6�6ﾆW3��F��B�vW&P

seen on Sha隼　aoc'{s.

★★★★★*★★★★★★★★★

Sうnce 1973 BIRD OBSERVER, a b主肌onthly門agazうne, has been pub｢うs両調g records of Eastern

Massachusetts bう｢d-sうghtうngs. Eachうssue features ∂n a｢tうcle on両e｢e to find birds jn

thうs state (and elsewhere)･丁he october ｢98〇千ssue featu｢es綱a予tうcle entitled ~ーSpa｢rows

and耀eds"land has asうts ~ー剛e予e to Go~~ - ~ーP｢e爪うe｢ ｣ocatjons to F下れd Sp8｢｢owsうn Autumn.章●

丁he｢e下s also anうntroductうon to the study of bうrd behavうo｢, wh了ch両= become a regular

featu｢eうn BIRD OBSERVER. These are just a few of the artうcles that you can look fo刷a｢d

toff you subsc｢うbe.

Amual subsc｢うptうon to BIRD OBSERV亡Rうs S7.50. If you a｢eうnte｢estedうn subsc｢うbうng,

please mail your check高二-B請d~でb-s-e-rver, Inc., 462 Trapelo Road, Belmont, rnA 02178.
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丁畦WIN丁且R SJRVEYS　-　しOOKI購FOR SOME ANSWERS

On November ｢5 we will beg｢n our third amual winter census of the birds of Boston
Harbor. From November through March we will gather data that wj｢l gajn mednうng from

the data we already have, and add鵬eanうng toうt･巨ach census not only fう｢｢sうn n帥

pieces of the puzzle but the picture as a whole becomes that much c｢earer･

重n p｢ev干ous d千scussうons of the hd｢boγ census･ we have poうnted out what we learned so

far. Now we would like to discuss some of questions that have a｢千sen concerning the

harbor-s bird ｢うfe - questions that we hope to be able to answer through jnc｢eased data

accumulatjon.

One question that has not been fully answered by our p｢evうous censuses has been: how

d○ Our counts c○爪pa｢e両th those of the U･S･ ｢うsh細d冊Idljfe Service? Government

policy rega｢dうng胴terfow=s dete面nedうn part by Fish and囲うldlうfe~s an恥al de｢うal

census, which takes p｢aceうn early Ja刑d-γ･ In the干う｢st two years of the丁AS｣ su｢vey･

we叩ade co鵬parjsons between our data and that of ｢うsh a調d問うldlうfe; howeve｢･ since our

first count occur｢edうn February, those co鵬parうsons have always been so調削hat doubtful ･

丁hjs was espec高=y evうdent -ast year when freeze c○ndうtうons were p｢esentうn the ha｢bo｢･

丁旧s year,for the first time,丁ASしw用conduct a census jn early Jan蝿γツ･丁hus･ our

data wう11 be dう｢ectly comparable with that of Fish and冊｢d｢うfe and we can asce｢tajn

whether the assu叩tうons we have made conce｢nj噂thさ汗data are t｢ue･ Spec涌ca=y･

are non-｢aft干ng ducks臆uれde｢counted because of the dうffうcultyうn pうckうng outうsolated

females fm問the air, w旧le those that do raft tend to be c○踊ted肌o｢e accurately?

We will also, for the fう｢st tlme t掴s yeaらbe extend｢ng our harbor survey to a new area･

Newburyport Harbor. The results from thi.s new survey will provide a means of compan’ng

the two haめo｢s,their pmductjvうty, the a同unt of disturbance andうts effect on bj｢ds･

etc.討e wう= also begin the accu恥latjon of剛ch調｢e p｢ecjseうnfo｢爪at干on regarding the

winter populatうon of Newbu｢yport Harbor･丁hjsうnfo請atうon両｢l prove to be valuable

千n assessうng the effects of present or future develo叩ent plans･ e･g･･ the often-

expressed proposal to b扉ld an oil refうne｢y on the Mer画調ac Rうve｢･

Thl.s comi.ng winter we again will have the opportunity to further observe and record the

画調te｢ population growth of a species,面ose皿両e｢s have beenうnc｢easjng d｢a軸atjca=y･

the Great Co調｢ant. Christmas counts 〇千G｢eat Co同rant f｢o調Q両ncy have been the掴gh-

est in the natiofi for a number of recent years, and data TASL has already accumulated

jndうcate that the而nte｢ popu｢atj〇両n Boston Harbor may have doubled between 1979-80

and ｢980-81.Extra-seasonal records are also bec〇両噂調o｢e c○叩on･ ｢o｢bush states that

Great Cormorant was once a much more cc剛on bird along our Northern coasts (A ELr_吐

豊玉上製_吐American堕r±, p. 22). We now may in fact be witnessing the beginning of
the return of t掴s species t〇千ts fomer wうnte｢恥部bersうn our area･ Only careful

censusing during the winter wi.ll actually be able to show if this is true and TASL,s

data wう=　the｢efo惟be of great jnte｢est･

畦両｢｢ d｢so be able t○ Observe and study the population of Bra巾t and to docu肌ehtうts

recovery f｢o肌the cras吊t u∩de調eれt jれthe 1930-s whenうts叩ncうpal f○○d･ eelgrass･

was decう同ted by djsease･ By recording where B｢ant feed and ho同調any of th帥feed

there, we can determine what areas of the harbor may require protection from fi=ing
and po=utうo両f B｢ant are to contうnue their ｢ecove｢y･ One favorite feed千種9 spot we

are concerned about i.s the Fore River in Weymouth. which is also heavily traveled by

ojl tankers.
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丁AS｣ data has been uniqueうn anothe｢胴y.討e have not only鵬ade accurate counts of

d晋でe予ent specうes b而h∂ve also tried to sex the bj予ds whenever possうble･ By doing

so we can continue to increase our knowledge c○nce｢扉ng bう鵬odal movement, a subject

that has not been well-studied.間e know thatうn one month we-｢1 see two males for

each fe眠le,細dうn the next調onth we調うgh七see three females for every two males.

What we need　うs剛o予e and bette予data, so that we can describe the耶ovement両th

p｢ecjsうon･ Countうng birds by sex and by location will enable us to evaluate the hyp○○

thesうs that males and females not only move through our area at different times but also

prefer to feed jn different areas of the harbor. (The condusjveness of thうs data干s

more tentatうve s下nce the sex干ng of ducks at great dfstances can be both f｢ust｢at了ng

and dうf干jcu｢t.)

厨e can begin to ask ourselves such questions now･閃e十e not yet at the point where we

can answer them:~｡耐at予ep予eseれts a ~~norma｢'~ populatjon for a given month under given

cond高市轟音? What represents a fluctuation within a "normalー~ range? What js a "signi-

fうcant~当れc｢ease or decrease?耀are begjmうng to get enough data to develop hypotheses

and then test them.丁hatーs the name of a game th∂tうs fascう胴t下れg to us fo｢うts own

sake, neve｢肌jnd the concrete benefits to the lうvうng creatures we observe and to those

wh○　○bse｢ve them.

間eうnvうte you to joうn us o｢ rejoin us for the census t旧s year, to pa｢tうcうpate千n a

project that we believe is unique jn breadth, depth, and continuity of systematic
coverage･丁he better the job we do, and the higher the qudl干ty of our data, the better

the model we may be able to provide for others who may want to undertake similar projects.

丁ASし　Staff

POOR D4V�粐艢
us∈D　千〇 eさ曾N

expE禽｢ fiT T�+X+R�p

TllE FEMflL�2�b扉
MRES APARTn.

上

★★★★★★★★★★**★★★★★

Harbor surveys for Newbu｢ypo｢t and Boston両=　occu｢ on the same weekends but on dうfferent

days to enable those who wi.sh to parti.cipate in both counts to do so. Newburyport surveys

wj｢l take place on Saturday; Boston surveys on Sunday. Each su｢vey両=　start at 8:30 a.in.

and両｢l last between three and five hours. A co肌pうlatうon wう=　fo=ow.重f you両sh to

pa｢tjdpateうn eうthe｢ o｢ would like addうt千〇nalうnfo問atうon please contact one of the

c○○｢dうnato｢s listed below.

I叩uj｢うes about the harbor censuses, as well as other丁ASしactうvうtjes, should be

addressed to　丁ASし　c○○｢dうn∂tors:

C｢aう9 Jackson, 22 Almont Street, Ma｢den, rnA O2148 - 32上4382.

Sohe自　Zendeh, 380 B同adway, Somervう=e, rnA O2145 - 628-8990.
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Participants in the April　う. 19きl.なASもCensuふi

NA鵬N富I George Cove. Bob Stymelst

WINTHROPI Jim Barton. Paul Bovitz. Craig Jackson. Tim Rummage

CEN審議重i chriきtine Newman. Dave　重ange. Soheil zendeh

QU工Ncr-　Dave Brom●　Gle肌DIEntre蘭nt, Mike Sharpe●　重ee　嘗aylor

H工NG恥部-　Sib櫨igglnbotham, Sharon and Nell osborne. Wayne Pete重容en,

Elfi zdi面al



WATER BIRDS IN BOSTON HARBOR

Winter of 1980-198l

Species 儻��6ﾇC�*B�*ｳ��劔儻��8ﾔ�����#2���工nc〇億pl● 富AS重 儻��6ﾂ� A ���Area c ��&V��Area 寄 彦��ﾂ�Tea A �&V��ｯ��韮�剴"����う/8/81 

Co競れon重○○n Red-thro種ted重○○n Red-neckedGrebe HornedGrebe ����r�17 �*B���2 1う i �)u��3 81 1 ��7R�r���3C"�1 白�ビ�

Pied-billedGrebe Cormorant(sD.?) 劔�#)u��22与 剪ﾒﾓ�CCB�"�����

Grea七Cor珊orant 傚�*B�2�27 3 1 2 1う �8叫 ��2�121 ��黹�"�430 

D.一〇.Cormorant GreatBlueHeron Lit七leBlue櫨eron SnowyEgret a-cNight-heron 剴���29 巧’ 4 庖B途�"�161 7 I 14 1う �#2�-ﾃ"�e��i 

●● AmericanBi七tem canadaG○○容e �������b���90 湯�33 仄唐�うり 白�コ�490 �"�##Cr�cB�

Brant SnowG○○se 劔叫13 凾､ら2 傚�#3r�"�

舶a11蜜でd Blac京Duck �12 37 �22 28う �"�3"�叫2 362 都���ド*B�I う26 ���#��

Green-winged富eal ��b�CR�書2 �#2�2 145 澱�#��ま叫 190 �#CSB�60う0 �7R�B�#cc2��SC��2�

Canvasback Grea七erScaup 剌�6 

C°mmonGoldeneye �76 刄u2 �1う7 仄祷ﾏ��728 

Barrow'轡Go工deneye flhd 剽^9 �#32�2 6うう �#3��B�#��2 119う ��c3��769 ��ﾘ.cR�

Bufeea 01d8quaw C〇億両onEider ��490 ��3 112 剌{97 ��ﾂ��*H*C��2600 ����*C��

W.-w.Sc〇七er Su事でSc〇七er BlackS○○ter RuddyDuck �20 劔1う2 都3"�"�r�"�����8+R�

櫨○○dedMergan容er Com競onMerganser R.一b.Merganser Bald雷ag⊥e A血e章icanCoot Ki11dee章. ����う8 2 ��B�2 う20 I 7 ��俾��2 90耳 1 9 釘�(*C澱�"�833 ��r���*C#"�

B.-も.Plover Sandpiper(sp●?) Ruddyでurnstone Willet Greaterrellowlegs r111e8 ��88 9 4 ��1 10 4 ���b�2 88 2う 8 邑2�.����*B� �� 

Lessereowg co蘭onSnipe RedKnot PurpleS劃dpiper �����"�275 ら ��e 12 30 7 ����e 477 46 9 �"�*C���7う �7S��������� 

P○○toralSandpiper 恥lin 劔劔?X*C��#2�

S種nder11n賃 Ruff Glaucou8Gu11 工cel会ndGull Black-headedGull BonapartelsGull ��i ��I 1う ��1 1う �����*H*B� �"�2�



SA｣丁MARSH IMPRESSIONS

Tucked awayうn the而dst o下u｢b∂n congestうon and aう｢port n〇千seうs the Be｢le工sle Salt

Marsh･ whe｢e工dnd seven compa両ons spent a hot● sunny Ju丁y同ornうng on d丁AS｣でうeld

trうp･ Salt marshes haveうnt｢うgued朋e千〇｢ several yea｢s･ At干汗st glance they often

seem sleepy dnd両escent･ but a closer an=○n9er look usually ｢eveals皿ch actうvうty.

Andうtts a productive place too - the popular paperback, Life & Death o千the Salt

Marsh, - states that the salt marsh yje｢ds鵬o｢e o｢g∂nうc matter per acre than even the

商FTwheat fi’elds in the world. So there-s a lot goi.ng on in the marsh, and recently

IIve begun to delveうntoうts actうvjtうes･丁he丁AS｣ trjp胴s a爪a｢velous begうn高調g.

Knowledgeable leaders and pa｢tうcうpants,うncludうng脱tu｢a｢うst肱yne Pete｢sen, added to

the pleasure.

Thi’s was ny ki’nd of trip - not just a bi‘rding trip, but a nature tri.p. We were recog-

両zjng the environment we we｢eうn言n亡hうs case the marsh, as well as the plants and

a両調∂1s･ rather thanうs○○atうng one ele開ent･ the bjrds･ It舶y be heresy to say, butエ

feel that some bうrde｢s are o掴､パous to their surroundうngs･ Once they add a bう｢d to

thel‘r list, they imediately move on to another, incognizant of the bi.rd`s behavior or

anyt吊れg else干n the area.

間e notうced a lot･因e looked at plants, butte｢f=es, bう｢ds･ Feeding on the皿d干l∂ts

we唯｣esser Ye｢lowle9s･ Short-b用ed Dowうtchers, a Se調うpa巾ated P｢oveらand Least,

SeⅢ干pal調ated, and Pectoral Sandpipers. A Great Blue Heron flew overhead. A nu雨e｢ of

Glossy重bj§es間e｢e feeding nea｢by･しook干n9 at them for the first time through a scope)

重saw the chestnut-colored sheen that gives them the ･~g｢ossy~･ part of thej｢ name.

As usua〇･ I st｢u9g丁ed to d干st干ngulsh between species of sho｢ebうrds･ Questions popped

jnto my head. What kind of peep was wandering over there at the end of the mudflat?

蝿s了t a Semうpa｢mated･ whjch千s supposedly gray and関usey-looking compared to the

browner colo｢うng of the Least Sandpiper? If宣we｢e alone, how would重knowうf賞were

seejn9しesse｢ o｢ Greater Ye｢lowlegs? I tried to recall the artうcle on sho｢ebう｢d feed-

ing behavlo｢うn a ｢ecent丁AS｣ News･ but a1= could ｢e鵬肌be｢ was that the｢e些_

dう皆e｢ences among the birds; I couldn-t ｢em帥be｢畦they were.

A=east sho｢ebう｢ds give you t千肌e to sうt and observe them, u両ke warblers, whうch seem

to fljt constantly子十〇m tree to t｢ee･ I have =o patience with warblers; they frustrate

肌e･ I need t千鵬to ponder･ to consult nγ well-marked copy of Bうrds of North Ame｢うca

扉thout the bj｢d干n question making a sudden exうt･ Sho｢ebう｢dsうn 9ene｢al are much

同｢e c○operat了ve両th occasうonal bう｢de｢s =ke唯･ And bejng able to view the剛th｢ough a

scope was a t｢eat･ I started fee1うng lうke哩畦I would be able t〇千dentうfy a Sho｢t-

bう丁1ed Dowうtche｢ the next tう朋e I saw one.

As we walked along we took note of the同arsh grasses and plants - Spart中哩珪些_,

謀需±;.. EL; h#±±Ta_.et霊, 1 ae霊t霊ruab轟:nke:n霊eca.t:nrd
edges out the other pl∂nts･ We saw another s19n of threat to the鵬a｢sh - a huge pile

o干d暗p｢obably beう噂used as f… for part of the marsh whうc=s going to beco唯a

pa｢k･ Ce｢tajnly thereうs a cont千両ng need for urban open space, but量wonde｢ why言n

this case, the open space can-t remain jn the fo調of 8 salt調a｢sh.

I舶｢veled at the natural engう調ee｢千ng wonder of the肌ajn鵬｢sh grasses,S臆p旦rt亘臆nd畦

and Spartう些- alte｢nうflo｢d, which can工ole｢ate so剛ch salt.Words =ke osmosis and
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salt concentrations came to mうnd･刷o would ｢ecogn千ze the uniqueness of these plants

just by lookうng at them?They looked pretty o｢djnaγγ tome the first t涌e I saw them.

I nうbbled the salty, but tasty･ S掴c○rnうa･ common-y ca=ed glasswo｢t･ One variety turns

｢edうn the fa｢上9jvjng the隔a｢sh an autumnal glow.

船脚ved on to another part of the marsh where there was a shallow wadうn9 pond. At

f汗st glance there w∂s正t恥ch b油冊e there - a few yellow-egs, d〇両tchers, Snow

Eg｢ets･ and a lone ｣edst丁ern･丁he trうp was endjng, but just as we reached our cars,

a large flock干e層下れto the exact spot we had jus=eft. Back ac｢oss軌e marsh we

t｢aうpsed･ A間隔be｢ of Red Knot･ headうng south,厄d stopped by. I had never seen

knot and had a hard tう爪e dうst了nguうs冊g the蘭fro爪d〇両七chers, even th｢oug吊he scope.

Notjce the chunky body and o｢angey breast wうth w航e aroundうt,工was t○○d･ I kept

trying, but I thl’nk I'11 have to see more knot before I'11 be able to identl.fy them.

重was amazed to find out that these bうrds fly nonstop f同m here to theう｢ wjnte｢ ho唯

うれしatjn Ame｢fca･師ght time: about 50 hours.That bit o白nfo叩atjon ｢e剛jnded肌e

o出ow冊t｢e工know about the behavior of dうf干erent b千｢ds･ I enjoyed hearing about

and ｢○○kうng at their patterns and behavior on thうs trjp･工guess重･鵬usua=y too

busy tryjng to jdenti’fy the bird; that often takes a lot of effort.

佃うn ∂｢｢言t was a good t再p, and I hope丁ASしsponso｢s s千両la｢ ones to other h摘tats.

時でう腫｢うmp｢essうon? ｢ol｢〇両ng the trうp工had a ｢efres剛g swj調at nearby Revere Beach.

Peggy Kapうsovsky

Robbう調s･ Chandler S･･ Bertel B｢uun･ and Herbert S･ Zう調･ B汗ds of No｢th餌erうca,

New York, G○○den Press, 1966.

丁eaう･ Jo柄&剛dred･しjfe and Death of the Salt Marsh,New York, Ballantj職e Books,

丁969.

Thi’s l’ssue of工壁土uswas produced by Craig Jackson wi‘th assi‘stance from Ji’m Barton,

Ba｢bd｢a Ga｢d･ and Soheil Zendeh･ A｢twork千〇｢ thうsうssue was contributed by De∩うse

Braunha｢dt and周a時y Henley･丁he map干s by Ju=e Robe｢ts.
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CH王CKING OU丁丁H亡CHAR｣各S

On June 21,丁ASしv雨ted MDCーs Cutler Park, whjc=れcludes about 250 acres of marsh

and fうelds and the Charles Rうve｢.The a｢e∂うs s干tuated between Ne部ton･ Needha調･

Dedha鵬, and眠st Roxbu｢y･丁wo Great且g｢ets flying along the Charles Rjve予we｢e肌ost

su｢p｢雨ng; and Ruffed Grouse was also u∩expected･ Good numbers of b｢eed巾bjrds

such ∂s cuckoos,問う=ow Flycatchers, Ma｢sh冊ens, and Swa叩Spa｢｢ows were noted as

we=.

The t｢うp then pmceeded t〇日a皿ond Pond 8t the Chestnut日用Ma｢=n N削ton･日a醐ond

Pond js slowly becoming overrun by cattaうls･ water ｢冊es and othe｢調arsh plants because

of sediment and nutrients delうve｢ed by a d｢djnage syste調buう｢t to accompany the o｢主

g｢胴l Chestnut冊l Ma｢｢うn ｢949･ Pe｢うodうc -~clean-ups''p｢event the fo州atjon of a

sうgnう干うcant鵬a｢sh, howeve｢･眠heard a Least Bうtternうn the cattaう｢s by the鵬11･ but

that was an …usua｢ occ冊ence,棚ong the more requla｢ly fo…d Red-証叩ed Blackbうrds･

Tree S胴11ows, W○○d Ducks, and Green Herons.

The trip ended up at Novうtうate Pa｢kうn Newton･ It toots along the Charles Rうve｢･

adjacent to Cutler Park. Nov干tうate Pa｢kうs an undeveloped tract that used to belong

to the Xava｢うan Brot九ers'間o南ng Boys Ho朋e･重t蝿s purchased by the cうtyうn ｢979･

Itうs p｢edo調うna再-y comp｢うsed of oak woods but also contains w干thうnうt a stand of

aspen along the再ve｢, and an overgrown fうeld両e｢e Woodcock pe予でo叩theう｢ courtship

dance. Here we found anう間i∂tu｢e鵬a｢e orchard o｢千〇le and several蝿｢b｢うng Vう｢eos･

as we=　as the鵬o｢e co同on Ye=ow同a｢b｢e｢s and B｢own丁h｢ashe｢s･

The Charles R千ve｢うs a home fo予肌any species of b汗ds両うch are not easy to fうnd千n

the Boston area. So next t了me you-re looking for so調ethjng即usua〇･ why don~t you

take a tip from丁AS｣ and check o証the Charles:

Nうcholds and oliver Komar

NO丁ES ON丁畦丁ASしN亡PONS且丁R量V王R SURVEY

‖e met at Moswetuset皿剛ock jn Squantu肌at 6:00 a･爪･ on a鵬urky Sundayうn August･

for the丁ASしtou｢ of the Neponset Rうver near jts･ te面冊sうn the productive Dorchester

Bay a｢ea･ A｢tho岬h we had some p｢｢o｢ knowledge of the ｢了ver sjnceうt passes through

our hometown of No刷ood, we learned a surp｢うsうn9 amount about the areals b汗dうn9 poss主

b十日tうes言ts- natural habitats, a bj七about man〃s jnfluence･ and even棚anaged to add

three new b汗ds to our local ｢jst.The t予うp胴s led by Dave B｢ow∩･ whose knowledge of

the area js second to none.困e were also fortunate to have Craうg Jackson and Soheう｢

Zendeh,丁ASし's　~'Boa｢d 〇千Dう｢ecto｢s'ーjoln us･

Our first stop was the extensive salt鵬a｢sh west of Sq蝿ntu肌Street where we spent some

time exam涌ng the plant co叩u巾うtうes jn relation to tide levels･ Itうs fascうnatうng how

the vegetdtうon calibrates the penet｢atうon of the t沌es･ Grasses are a case jn p〇千nt:

salt Grass, (塾生畦王坦alte｢njflo予a)favors the wettest a｢ea･ spending about half of each

基盤th,h霊sv:霊efe芸d嵩w詰ecarii :pn崇eaGndra諒a!#芸事nacnu: ) si霊±豊?, ;r:s sru!RE
whe｢eうt同｢ getうts･ feet wet only at high tうde･ One pr〇両nent shrub of the drier

levels stu叩ed all the expe｢ts･困e late｢うdent涌ed jt as甑｢sh亡lde｢ o予Hうgh胴te｢

shrub with the help of Larry Newcomb's l’ngenious keying system (E些W畦Ls_塾i坐_ E _t垣

購1dflowe｢∑).
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From the salt marsh we proceeded to the old a了r station sうte.してttle remains o干the

barracks but the skeletons; the runways are dうsappea｢うng under the encroaching vege七∂tうon;

the am調un了t千〇n bays　葛massうve mausoleum-like structures a｢eうnt∂ct, and胴y we=　su｢vうve

to be our cont｢jbut千〇n to the archeology of the year 10,000.The a汗statうonうs stう｢1

うn the early states 〇千p｢訓t successうon, largely populated by the resourceful and

aggressive weed specles.工tうs favored by a variety of bう｢ds　-うn late s叩me｢ the

m｢g｢atうng sho｢eb汗ds use the puddles that collect on the runways as resting areas du｢jng

hjgh tide. One group we checked out produced two species new to us in the area - the

St千〇t Sandpうpe予and the Western Sandpうpe｢. Long-legged胴de｢s are another p｢〇両nent

feature o干the bj｢d life,うndud了ng a Black-crowned Nうqht Heron rookeiγ approaching

loo birds. Our t｢jp was too early for the pdsse｢うne waves that touch do刷on the千r胴y

south in early Autumn, and the raptors, a winter attraction, were represented only dy

a ｢es千dent pair of kestrels.

John and Ann C∂｢ey

The above accounts we｢e河｢うtten by partうcうpants of last su叩e｢ls丁AS｣ trips.These

t｢うps were designed to gうve pa｢tうcうpants a better unde｢standjng of the habうtatsうn which

birds are found and to increase awareness of the diversity and large numbers of birds

that can be干oundうn our own I-backyards.-I Sうnce these areas are so close to urban

env下｢on調ents･ they are ve-γ vulnerable to develo叩ent, jnc｢eased po=utうon and dumpう巾g,

and t○ Other fo｢鵬of調うsuse･丁hey are va｢uable言n and 〇千th釧selves, but jf they are

to survive, we関りst act to protect them.

Two of the areas we explored, Be=e量sle聴｢sh and S叩antum Marsh are the加o i調st

う肌po｢t∂nt salt爪a｢shes干れthe Metropolitan Re9jon･ Both are at least pa｢tうa=y vul-

nerable to deve置o叩ent and a p｢oposal船s already beeれput fo請a｢d for part 〇千the

Squantu鵬Marsh pe調うnsula･ Although t吊s proposal does not call for bu干ldj噂on the

問a｢sh冗self･ there js no way to tell what the ○○噂-te軸ef了ects of伽e develo叩ent on

the肌a｢sh調うght be･ Sうmうla｢ly, Be11e工s｢e Md｢sh's future js by no鵬eans entj｢e｢y secure.

I=eq∂1 du叩in○ and fう=うng contう恥es to qo on and only part of the-州a予shうs off干cうa=y

protected.

As an addうtうo脱｢ project next year,丁ASしうntends to conduct b主的eekly surveys of these

marshes, ｢eco｢dうn9 the birds, especうa｢ly t暁he｢ons, that are present.姫両ll use the

data f｢o叩these surveys to show theう叩o｢tdnce of these natural a｢easうn our efforts to

protect th帥･丁hese su｢veys証｢l also prov下de base〇千neうnfo｢剛atうon so七hat the effects

of development (i’f i’t occurs) c9n be documented. If you would like to help in this

project and at the same time enjoy the beauty of these u｢ban同a｢shes, o｢ would ljke

干u｢therうnfo｢関るtjon concernうn9 these proposed surveys, please cd= either: Craうg Jackson

(Home: 32l-4382) or Soheうl Zendeh (Home: 628-8990;的｢k: 923-094丁) or Wうte to:

C｢aうg J∂ckson,丁ASし, 22 Al爪ont Street, Malden, rnA O2148.

★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★

蛙± Eln4旦王畦吐_Eis虹Massachusetts, a publication of Bjrd observer, Inc. is
a ｢60 page soft-cover book that contaうns 34 articles on the best bう｢dj噂spotsう巾easte｢n

Mdssachusetもs･重t請akes an exce=ent 9背t for the holjdays. Each copyうs $5.00 post

paid and coples鵬ay be dj｢ectly obtained from即｢d observer, Inc. Mafl your check to:

Bird observer,重nc., 462丁｢apelo Road, Belmont, rnA 02178.
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The poets of spring and the調e｢chants who quote the同w〇両d have us bel了eve that we

should only rejoice wれen両nte｢うs over. But fro同bう｢dうng I-ve learned that両nte｢

干s not death;うt's 〇千でe, continued =fe,うn再ch and va｢jed fQr輸.

J. Ba｢ton

CAしENDAR FOR 198ト82丁ASし刷り丁獣HARBOR SURVEYS

November 14; 15: Newbuγypo｢t-Harbor survey; Boston Harbor survey.

January 9., 10: Newburyport Harbor; Boston Harbor.

｢eb川a細γ 6; 7: Ne榊burypo｢t阻めo｢; Boston Harbor.

March 6; 7: Newburyport鵬arbor., Boston Harbor

Mとど丁INGしOCA丁重ONS飾DしEAD駅S FOR BOSTON H根BOR SURVEYS

Nahant: Meet at州DC pa晒ng lot at the north end of臨hant Caus帥ay･ Robert Sty肌eうst

(734-1289).

輔nth同p: Meet at o｢うent Heう9hts隅丁A Station, East Boston.きraうg Jackson (32l-4382).

Cent｢dl Harbor: Meet at orient Hejghts鵬丁A Station, East Boston. Soheうl Zendeh

(628-8990).

O両cy‥　Meet at的swetuset刷問ck書Squantu隔. David B｢o肌(328-3533);しee丁ayうor

(646-2529〉.

捕れgha証書　Ca= leaders for meetうn9 place･ S掴ey即9gjnbothd問(472-8578)川ayne

Pete予sen (447-0332).
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