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F工ND工NG A PLACE TO RAISE A FAMILY

Abou亡　a month after hundreds of Cliff Swallows re亡urn　しo San Juan

Capis亡rano,亡o　亡he deli9h亡　of many　亡ourists, numbers of swallows return

亡o　亡he culver亡s′　drain plpes′　01d drive-ins and o亡her　亀bandoned buildin9s′

as well as ho11ow　亡rees and nes亡boxes of 既e七重opoli亡an Boston.　富here is

little fanfare made here concernin9　亡heir arrival bu亡　亡heir continued

presence in all of　亡hese places is　亡estamen亡　亡o　亡he amazing adaptability

of　亡he swallow　王amily.

Of　亡he six species o王　swa工lows which are regularly found in　亡he　田as亡.

亡hree　--　Tree, Barn and Rough-winged Swallows can be found breeding in

the Grea亡e重　Bos亡on area.　Each of these species has adap亡ed　亡o using man-

made structures for　亡heir nest sites and as lon9　as　亡here are still　王nsec亡s

in　亡he air, seem assured of continued survival.

Tree Swallows on9inally nes亡ed in ho11ow　亡rees where　亡hey often can still

be found, particularly when　亡here are dead　亡rees standing in water.　How-

ever,they seem　七〇　prefer nes亡　boxes when available and will forsake　亡heir

former nes亡in9　si亡es.　富he provision of nes亡　boxes has also been shown　亡o

substantially increase Tree Swallow popula亡ions.

Of　亡he　亡hree species,Tree Swallows.al亡hou°h fairly comon in　亡he region,

seem　亡o be in　亡he mos亡　dan9er.　Historically, the House Sparrow has been

successful in ous亡in9　Tree Swallows from their nest sites;　since House

Sparrows are now receivin曾　na]or competition from　櫨ouse Finches in urban

areas,they may s亡ar亡　to move into areas now populated by Tree Swallows.

A second　亡hrea亡　亡o Tree Swallow popula亡ions is　亡hat in 1979　a cold, wet

spell in August was estimated to have killed thousands of irmature Tree

Swallows.　Wha亡　ef王ec亡　亡his will have on further popula亡ions　王s unknown.

Fortunately, people can substantially allevia亡e　亡hese problems by erecト

in9　and moni七〇rin9　nest boxes in　童ields, meadows, and marshes where Tree

Swallows may be found.



Ban Swallows are also c○mon breeders in our area･ Formerly cave

nesters′　亡hey have adapted亡o using open buildings as sanctuaries for

their nests of mud and s亡raw･ Al亡hou9h亡he mmber of barns is decreasing′

our civilization seems亡o leave behind many abandoned buildin9s′ which

once vandals have broken in亡o亡hem′　are accessible　亡o Barn Swallows

and are increasingly being used by亡hem. Barn Swallows will also use

other open sとruc亡ures　○○ pairs breed aとbo亡h the fort on Cas亡le　工sland

and亡h己亡on Ge○r9es工sland′　and a fairly large colony can be found

nes亡in9 under亡he buildings of 亡he Sau9us工ronworks Historical Site.

Persons wishin9亡o provide亡hem nes亡in9 sites can help by leaving access

亡○ Outside 9ara9es or sheds in areas where Barn Swallows may be found.

The亡hird species′　亡he Rough-winged Swallow′　fomerly an unc○mon bird.

seems亡o be increasing its numbers･ Originally river-bank nes亡ers′　亡hey

may still be found along rivers where the bank is left undisturbed.

There is such a site alon9亡he軸ys亡ic River′　across from the new MDC

park and Rough-winged Swallows have apparently been using i亡 for a七

least several years･でhey will also build in old culverts and drain pipes

and may increasingly be found nestin9 amon9亡he remains o王old drainage

cana工s･ There is a large colony ｡王abou亡a dozen pairs亡ha亡nests in

holes of the retaining wall　亡ha亡was buj.1亡とo direc七the flow °f　亡he

Nep°nse亡River near亡he old chocolate mill･冒he ma〕or亡hreat亡h亀亡

these swallows face is increased pollution of these waterways which may

affec亡とheir f○○d supply･ We should ac亡亡o keep亡hese abandoned canals

relatively clean and free o王hamful waste products.

/空プアへ弛れ~~-

Cralg Jackson,
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SA種で　鵬SH ECO己OGY　--　BEL種E　工SL巳,EAST BOSTON

Be11e　工sle,the largest and mos亡　si9nificant sal亡marsh remaining in　亡he

City of Boston, is owned primrily by the Massachusetts Port Au亡hori亡y･

Here one can find　亡idal creeks, drainage ditches, and　亡wo sal亡　pans

which are used extensively by feedin9　herons and r○○s亡in9　shorebirds･

A corner o王　亡his one置half square mile marsh is an abandoned drive-in

亡hea亡er tha亡is currently bein9　conver亡ed by　亡he　Ⅲ〕C into a park.

Prior　亡○　○ur sal亡marsh visit, we recomend　亡ha亡　you read　重ife and Death

of　亡he Sal七　Marsh by ∫ohn　袖d母ildredでeal (Ballan亡ine B○○ks, 1969,

S2.95, paperback).　At Be11e　工sle. we will iden七i童y　亡he dominant marsh

書誌::15#:I:�ﾇ)~ﾂ6�(�ﾙ~ﾈｮﾖGI~ﾇcﾘ�ﾓｦ&�#･�W0
Sharp-亡ailed Sparrow, Killdeer, Black Duck -一will come under scrutiny

also.

Be11e　工sle seems　亡o be a stop over　王or herons dispersin9　王でom　亡he Boston

Harbor　工slands in　亡he　音early morning.　Some stay and feed while　〇七hers,

after a short rest, move to other marshes north and west of here.　Snovy

巳qre亡, Glossy　工bis, and Black-crowned Niqh亡　Heron are　亡he mos亡　n皿erous

wading birds found at Belle　工sle.　〇七her species such as　亡he患i亡七le Blue

Heron and the Green櫨eron are seen occasionally.　Wa亡chin9　とhe behavior

of　七hese birds a亡　close r袖9e can be a　9reat deal of fin.

Lar9e numbers of mi9ra亡in9　shorebirds feed on　亡he mud fla亡s of Boston

Harbor a亡low亡ide.　曹he incomin9　亡王de pushes these birds off　亡he flats

亡〇　七heir favorite r○○s亡in9　spo亡s where　しhey spend　亡he hi9h　亡ide hours･

Be11e　工sle, one such r○○s亡. is very impor亡ant　七〇　亡he birds　亡ha亡　王eed in

亡he northern sections of Bos亡on　轍arbor.　でhe dominan亡　species in mid-

July is　亡he Shorトbilled D°wi亡cher.　〇七her sho重ebird species present

are yellcwle9s, Red Knots, Hudsonian God口i仁s, and possibly some peep･

Everyone can have fun lea重nin9　亡° identify a dozen species o王　亡hese
"little brown jobs.N especially when several species are　王ound　亡o-

9ether　亡ucked and dozing in　亡he middle of　亡he salt pansと

on July 19 1ow臆とide is a亡　7こ1与　a鳳′　hi9h　亡ide is a亡l:15　pm･ Our　王ield

亡rip will begin a亡　8:30　am at the orien亡Hei9h亡s MB冒A Station on

Bennin9亡on S亡ree亡′　East Boston･でhose w王shin9亡o s亡己で亡a亡an earlier hour

(e.9.5:30　am) should 9e亡in　七〇uch with me leader, Soheil zendeh (628-

8990).

国璽国王国璽圏国王こ王国

耽Sl and this newsletterさre　容upported by contributions from particip劃tさ

弧d　°ther interested persons, a雷well　種8 by a g調t from Bird observer.工nc.

霊豊豊:詫言o.慧譜8*㌔詫#nalkye$2h器sy蒜. ,.Ifmsyiua霊via?10ttC.:ntri -
Bird observer.. |nc.. u62 Trapelo Road●　Belmont. RA 02178.



WA富C櫨　WHAで　重賞EY DO

工　can well remember tryin9　亡o learn shorebirds by s亡udyin9　亡heir pic亡ures･

When confronted wi七h　亡he live creatures during m⊥9ra亡ion　--　movin9 in　亡ens

and hundreds　°f　七housands, feedin9　and　王lyin9　and mixing with one another.

on sandbars and mud香la亡s and marshes, --　工　would　9o into shock.　工　would

91ve up oいmos亡of亡hem and would seek only亡he u肌is亡akab工e amon9亡hem:

the Ruddy 7ums亡one′　American oys亡erca亡cher′　and Wil工e亡in fli9h亡･

己a亡er′　工　redoubled my e王王or亡s　亡o ma亡ch亡he still pictures wi亡h　亡he moving

birds●　工made pro9ress　--　工　advanced fromきhock　亡o c｡n王usion･　Seekin9

qodwits′　工was ins亡mc亡ed亡o l○○k童or large wading birds with up〇七umed

bills.　工　found yellowle9s′　which often have slightly up〇七urned bi11s･

Still seeking 9odwi亡s′　工was　亡old to l○○k for large wading birds wi亡h　亡wo-

七〇ned bills.　工　童ound Wi11e亡s with tw〇〇七〇ned bills.　工nsとructed　亡o l○○k

for large wading birds with bills that were both, |　discovered that

Hudsonian Godwi亡s sometimes have s亡r尋i9h亡　亡wo-toned bills, and　亡hat　亡he

rare Black-亡ailed Godwi亡　from巳urope normally has a s亡rai9h七七wo-toned

bill.

Recen亡ly′　工have c○me　亡o wish亡ha亡someone had七〇ld me亡o spend as much

time watching shorebirds feed as tryin9七〇 ge亡a fix on亡heir c○lor′　size′

bill len9th′　bill color, bill shape′ leg len9亡h′ leg color and　亡heir

primaries′　scapulars′　axillaries′　rumps and亡ails･ Amed with a libretto

like　亡he one presented here′　工would have c○me　七〇　en〕oy　亡he performance

faster.

Here is a brief guide which would have helped me･ The quotes　己千e from the

sources listed a亡　亡he end of　亡he article.　工　have no亡　ci亡ed　亡hem in　亡he

亡ex亡because　工　wan亡ed　亡o avoid cluttering i亡wi亡h　王○○亡n〇七es.　The analo9⊥es

are mostly mine.
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To begin sorting out a large number of small birds which a.re moving about

on land. consider　亡he fo11owin9こ

PIOVERS.　Plovers run about on　亡he beach like robins. wi亡h　亡heir heads

up･　冒hey stop. appear　七〇 l○○k around and

言古でface.　See　亡he b○○k once you know亡ha亡you have one.　Pic亡ures will

help.

PE言P･　Peep include five species o童Msmall, 1○○k-alike sandpipers… which

move along wiと轟　heads down like sparrows, probing or pickin9　a亡　亡he

surface with shor亡bills.　でhey commonly move in　9roups.　Peep include　亡he

Semipalmated Sandpiper, Western Sandpiper, Least Sandpiper, White-runped

Sandpiper, and Bai重d's Sandpiper.　To sort out　亡he peep no亡e　亡hese differ-

ences in　王eedin9 behavior:
★semipalna亡edこ　occasionally probes in one spoとbut mos亡ly　"r皿s al｡n9

袖d snatches a亡　王〇°d here and　亡here; often found just above　亡he wave line.I

★wes亡em:　similar in behavior　七〇　Semipal鵬亡ed bu亡亡ends　七〇　"probe in

deeper wa亡er=　and　‖some亡imes feeds with head ime重sed･M

Least: both "± from the surface" ± "probes in mud or shallow water.

塁h霊t::drEP霊:.n崇塁?e.d f ::nb: t=n:n:pdet霊et:abt: i L#adt::P霊t:n:he
whole head under when　王eed王n9.=
★Baird-s:　"feeds by itself"　ra亡her　亡han in groups;調的ves abou亡quickly

in various directions;調　and　‖picks ra亡her　亡han probes･調

でo begin sorting o孤亡　a sm工l number o童laこ9e birds which are movin9　abou亡

in　とhe water, consider　七he　王o11owin9;

GODW工でS.　Godwi亡s probe with a rapid fomard motion o王　亡heir lon9　bills,

in deeper water thin other.waders･ Reminiscen亡of a divining rod in珊e

hands of a dowser.　櫨udsonian Godwi亡s often pl皿9e　亡heir whole heads into

the muck as well.　See the b○○k once you know you have one.　Check　亡he

rmps and underwin9s of the birds in flight.

:誌±°器G茎, Yea霊°霊:gt:hh誌et霊n:a器:s霊u:e霊n±軽i ::sierareth:y
major componen亡of　皿eir diet.)　Yellowle9s include　亡he Greater Ye11ow-

1e9s and the　重esser Ye工工owle9s.でo distinguish between　亡hem no亡e　亡he

王o11owin9　di王ferences:



*Greater: "pecks or dabs at water to pick uo food: also while walking

:ha置; Wa:t:rt ’c:WaLs器SabniL:a:rc°h:sS器ea]竿f霊�｢��`:ka謹L:gnt:tta器Su:b°t:t
its belly; spins around presen亡in9亡he appearance o王a phalarope;
-･s℃rlnts about●-from place七〇 place′　-･quickly striking from ri9h亡七〇

left.''
★Less｡r: similar in behavior七〇 Greater, but--does些± swln9 b聖上from

side to side in water; snatches a仁王○○d with bill･-I

DOWITCHERS. Dowitchers probe with long bills in a rapid Tp and d｡WL±

m｡亡i｡n much like亡ha亡of a sewing machine or a哩坤･
Dowi亡chers include亡he Shorトbilled Dowi亡cher′　by王ar our mos亡c○mmon

species, and the Long-billed Dowitcher. Short-billed I)owltchers IIusually

feed on narlne mud flats."　mrlng mlgratlon Long-bllled Dowltchers
''orefer freshwater habltats･ll

DOUm毘S. The亡wo birds discussed below exhibit- behavio重which is often

very similar亡｡亡hat o童｡亡her′ larger shorebirds･ Bu亡亡hese two ●'doubles--

are far more gra-ceful, precise and delicate in their movements. Among the

waders you may find a small bird behaving like a ±11owlegs-.

★wilson-s Phalarope: picks a七insec亡s on出e surface of water or mud wi血

a lon9′ needle-like bill; i-whirls abou七〇n water dabbing at surface with

billきorward or backv7ard′ with or a9ains亡whirlin9 motion o王i亡s body;''

unlike yellowl呈壁′ '･p重obes bottom with head submer9ed･''

書記i:m器gnd諾rr: y窄e:ad霊nt誌::at霊e霊?dwbaed::V霊!L芋kd:e: da話芸e霊,

誌:i°t:±霊s?S:Ssw:::: :詳idf繭n:f.bh:i:.atntgm?:ad; ,’unlike

Jし凪　∋ar七〇n
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S下れce 1973 BIRD OBSERVER, a bうmnth｢y magazうne, has been pub｢jshうng records o下easte｢n

Massachusetts bird-s干ghtjngs･亡achうssue features an a｢t下c｢e on where to find birds

うn this state (and elsewhere)･丁he June 198=ssue focuses on七he terns of Massachusetts

othe予pうeces on field problems, o｢n｢tho○○gica｢ research, and controversial subjects

such as b叶dうng etlque七te also appear干n七he爪agazうne.

Amual subsc予jpt千〇n to BIRD OBSERVER js $7･50･工f you a｢eうnterested jn subsc｢jbうng,

please mall your check to: Bird observer, Inc･, 462丁｢apelo Road, Bel関ont, rnA 02178.

*★***★*★ ★*★★★★★*

丁hうsうssue of丁AS｣ News was produced by C｢aうg Jackson, wjth assistance f｢o鵬Jうm Ba｢ton●

王ljzabeth Bell, and Ba｢ba｢a Ga｢d･鉦two｢k for t吊sうssue was contributed by Denjse

B｢aunha｢dt and Nancy日enley･嶋would also lうke to thank Martha Reうnste千n下or ｢etypうng

our鵬aう｢｣ng list.

★****★*★★★★*★★★*

丁AS｣-s Boston Harbor winter b叶d censuses両｢｢ resume jn Novembe｢･丁o keep fully

up-to-date on丁AS｣ actjvうtjes● you鵬ay w｢shもo subscribe to丁ASしNews. Please send

a check for $2･00 to:丁ASしNews, 462丁｢apelo Road, Bel同nt, rnA 02178.

★★★★*★*★★★★★ ★★*★

工叩uう｢jes about the Harbor Censuses, as we= as othe｢丁ASしactうvjtうes, should be

addressed to丁ASし　C○○｢djnato｢s:

C｢aうg Jackson, 22 Almont Street, Malden 02148: 321-4382.

Soheうl Zendeh, 380 Broadway, So唯｢v門1e 02145: 628-8990.

*★***★*★★**★★★*★
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